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HISTORY

Paper : HIS-HC-2016

[ History of India—11 (300 BCB to 750 CE) ]

( Honours Core )

Full Marks : 80

Time : 3 hours

The figures in the margin indicate full marks
for the questions

Answer either in English or in Assamese

1. Answer the following as directed : 1x10=10

Fill in the blanks :

^ ̂ ^ :

(a) The Pallava capital Kanchipuram was a
great centre of learning and was
the official language of the Pallavas.

C<P*iT '®lTf^
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(  2 )

(b) Megasthenes, the author of Indica, in

his account of the Indian society and its

division into seven classes mentions

the as the second class, next only

to the philosophers.

7^1^

I

(c) The Banskhera, Nalanda and Sonepat
Inscriptions of Harsha describe him as

a worshipper of god . However,
later on he became a Buddhist and

convened a Buddhist Conference at

Kanauj.

^

'6|<C% CS^ (^*1^ SR5

(d) In which language were Jatakas
written?
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Find out the correct option :

(e) Match Column A with Column B and

choose the correct option from the
codes given below :

Column—A

^—V

(A) Mahadandanayaka

(B) Uparika

(C) Vishayapati

(D) Vithi

Codes :

(i) (A)~(c), (B)-

(u) (A)-(ch (B)-

fiii) (A}-(b),(B)-

(iv) (A)—-(a), {B}~-

Column—B

Y

(a) A group of villages

(b) Head of the districts

(c) Chief Judicial Officer

(d) Governor of the Bhuktis

(d), (C)-(b), (D)~~(a)

(bh (C)~(d), (D)-(a)

(ah (C}-(dh (D)-(c)

(b), (C)~(c), (D)-{d)
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(f) What was 'Sita' land?

^ 1^?

(ij Lands owned and controlled
directly by the King

(ii) Lands donated specially for making
the iron swords

(Hi) Lands owned by the villagers for
agriculture

•yRxi ■^Tt^

(iv) None of the above

(g) The Jatakas were the stories about

(i) Surya and Krishna

(ii) Parshvanatha and Mahavira
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(Hi) Buddha and Bodhisattva

(iv) Sankarachaiya and Ramanuja

(h) What is Visthi?

(Visthi) f%?

(i) A kind of religious ritual

(ii) A kind of agriculture

(Hi) A kind of forced labour

(iv) A kind of war strategy

Write true or false :

OT 1%^ :

(i) According to Megasthenes, the houses
of Pataliputra town, the capital of
Mauiya, were made of wood.

<Pttto ^\\k^ I
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0) In the Gupta period, women did not
enjoy equality with their husbands.
They were marginalized in other
spheres of public life.

-©Vg

vfclHjHi «ilIVi I

2. Answer the following questions in brief :
2x5=10

(a) What was called Janapadanivesa
during the Maurya period?

(b) Write two important features of land
grants in the post-Gupta period.

f^l

(c) Under what circumstances the king
could levy the tax called Pranaya?

^iRRiFovi ^
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(d) How were the Guptas, the Nagas and
the Vakataka families matrimonially
interconnected?

(e) What are the two historical events of
the Maurya and the Gupta dynasties
associated with Sudarshana Lake?

-53^ ?r5t^*R

3. Write short notes on any four of the
following ; 5^4=20

1^ f^rft:

(a) Origin of the Satavahanas

(b) Land grants and expansion of
agriculture

^

(c) Historicity of Ramagupta

paziise
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(  8 )

(d) Position of women in the Gupta and
post-Gupta society

«« ̂  ̂ ̂ <U«J^|vo

(e) Pali and Prakrit language

(f) Administration under the Guptas

3*fPH

4. Answer the following questions : 10^4=40

351:4144 %rt :

(a) "Undoubtedly, the Mauiyan kings, at
least in its core areas, could have

ensured substantial revenue collection
otherwise government management

and maintenance of the army would
have been very difficult." Do you agree?
To justify your opinion, discuss over
the varied steps taken by the Mauiyas
for the collection of revenue.

4C5ig 41^ 4^3^ 3l(4fVl

^41 444nft 414^™^ ̂  (7pn4lH%
4^4tC4^4 44!® 4#4 l" ^ (ill

^44^^? CS14t4 4Jt4rsl

3414 4>l44t'=1 41^ 4n5R 4»l44l«1 C4l4^4'(.«1 C4It4t
C4tQ4t I
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Or /

"The two main pre-requisites for the
expansion of agriculture in the Gupta
period were the proper use of raw
materials and control of manpower as
well and the Guptas did it." Do you
agree with this view? Justify your
opinion.

''m ^ ̂ fsij

^  I"

^  i£|<pijvDC'i ?

(b) Write a note about the Vama and Jati
system in the period of your study.

Or /

Write a note on the administration of

the Gupta Empire.

nsTW 2f*fPH £RS^

^  I
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(c) Write a note on the theistic religious
traditions in India during the Maurya,
Gupta and Kushana periods with
special reference to the emergence of
Mahayana branch of Buddhism as well
as the Four Buddhist Councils.

c^, ^

Or /

"Factors like foreign invasion,
dissension within the ruling family,
reassertion of power by local chiefs,
administrative weakness, etc.,

hastened the process of disintegration
of the Gupta Empire." Which factor
seems most responsible for the
disintegration of the Gupta Empire in
your eyes and why? Can you point out
any other factors apart from this?

■?3'Q

FfTO (7FT

1^? <pH<P
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(d) Write a critical analysis of Marsha's
relationship with other political powers
in contemporary India.

WTl5if^

Or /

Analyze the mmn features of the
Mauryan and Gupta art.

^5ft^ Pl5]«p(r||<j ^ t^PfSjCTR

1?fC5f^=r

★ ★ ★
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