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Dakheswar Deka.

The concept_of Education in the Upanisad

The Upanisads constitute the
concluding portion of the Vedas and
hence are called Vedanta. The Upanisads
are the store-house of our cultural and
spiritual heritage. The appeal of the
Upanisads is universal. The term

| "Upanisads" is interpreted in different

ways: 1. To sit close by devotedly 2.
Secret doctrine, 3. the term refers to the

. key passages in the Upanisads. According
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to Sankara it is that which destroys
ignorance and leads to Brahman.
According to Max Mullar the Upanisads
are the sources of the Vedanta Philosophy,

. a system in which human speculation

seems to have reached it very acme. He
compares the philosophy of the
Upanisads to the light of the morning
and to the pure air of the mountains sO
simple and so true, if once understood.
According to Paul Deussen the Upanisads
have tackled every fundamental problem
of life. They have given us intimate
account of reality.

The Upanisadic teacher defines
education as "Sa Vidya Ya Vimuktaye".
Education is that which leads to liberation
of the human mind. Education is regarded
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as an instrument of solving the problem
and liberation of human mind from
ignorance. Learning is considered to be
a means of to the achieving of the ideal
of human life. So it is said "Vidyaya
Sadhayeta". The Upanisadic teacher
proclaims that through knowledge of the
supreme spirit man can realise and enjoy
eternal bliss, "Vidyaya Amrtam Asnute.”
A glorious system of education is
found in the Upanisads. The system of
education is known as Gurukul system
which is still considered one of the major
contribution of India to the World
Education. This system is unique for two
notable features - 1. the type of education
imparted and, 2. the method of instruction
adopted. In this system there was not
distinction between philosophy of life
and philosophy of education. They
considered them both to be co-ordinated
and co-related. The Gurukul was the
cultural centre as well as research
institution. The students lived at least
twelve years performing various duties of
the Gurus. so they got ample scope to
develope all sorts of practical knowledge.
The students got the opportunity of
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- students had great respect for each other
Instruction started with prayer, worshif

and recitation of the Vedic hymns. TH

moulding his life and character after the
idealistic patern of his teacher's life by
living in close accqciation with him. The
Upanisadic teacher was broad ‘'minded
and a man of universal outlook. They
were bold enough to bring about change
in the outlook of social _ethics, social
tradition and norms, The teacher could
boldly break the traditional barrier, The
Brahmans also used to g0 the Ksatriyas
for instruction. The education created 3
feeling of universal broth
the students. Student life Was guided by
humulity, truthfulness; discipline,
obedience, reverence for the teachers and
elders. They always remembered the
motto "Vidya Dadat; Vinayam" learning
begets modesty. The highest result of
Culture is humility and modesty. The
Guruky] System performed the ideal of
true libera] education. The Guruku] wag

cultural ang Iesearch institute. Ip fact the
forest Instituteg were the

of our culture and cjyi
system Chcouraged a0aq
Students Came from, all

of knowledge and Wisdom, The celebrated
teachers alsg travelleq fr

another for academje ((i);?cs:;opr:ac;‘l:o
Students were tq know What he st. di ;
and why he Stlldied it. Sy
The method of ey
: explanat_ory.

Imagination played gy i

erhood amop g

lization, This
emic mobility.
sides in search

Ching wag oral

€mo ry and
Mportant rgje.

and

Gurukul system produced practical -mel
with trained intelligence and imagination
In Gurukul system great importanct

has been attributed to Brahmacharya. B}
means of Brahmacharya the laten!
qualities of body mind and spirit can b

- drawn out. Tt is essential for receivind
knowledge. The teacher was called Gu

Guru means heavy or great' only a greaf
teacher having heavy responsibility &%

influence the students. The teacher is als?
called acarya becayse he shows the
Students the right path to follow and
Mmoral and gocjg] obligation 1O b
performed. In formation of character ?ﬂ
development of the personality, disciplin®
was Strictly maintained.
In ancient time a student was know.n

a8 antevagt because he lived with 1

Ul Or preceptor. The students had &
render Personal servive to their tead?er‘s
45 part of mora] anq spiritual diSCiphni
The teachers apq students formed ao
intelectyg] COmmunity. The student ha‘? dt
approch hig preceptor with sami¢ f
(sacrificig] fuel) in his hand to Obtals
knowledge and sacred fue] jn hand ¥
regarded gg Symbol of studentship-
The relationship between the t€ac
Iy intimate and cordial, There eXxi* _te
a relationship of complete undefswndlﬂg
between the two, The teacher and ;

is ve

and yet there was an intimate neamess
between them. A beautiful combination
of freedom and discipline, of reverance
and cordiality is noticed between them.
The teachers were deeply learned and yet
their hearts were full of love and
tenderness. The students were general%y
attracted by the reputation and scholarship
of the teacher. We can see the moral
obligation and responsibility of the

teacher in the convocation address of the .

Taittiriya UpaniSads. We feel that in
going away of the student a part of the
teacher also seems to be going. The
preceptor and the disciple are united
together to pray that the light of the
sacred knowledge may illumine tpfam
both. In the invocation of the Taittlr}ya
Upanisad we find the proper discussion
of the problem of education. "May it (the
Brahman) protect us both (teacher and
pupil). May it enjoy us both. May we
acquire strength together. May our
knowledge become right. May we never
uarrel." .
! The teacher and the pupils .are
united by the common aim of prescr\img
and propogating the sacred leamtlnfl.c
They prayed for the advanceme:; i
power, enjoyment of virtue, knowle 51
and glory. They are directed to onc goat

The preceptor and the pupil are the tt\\(f)(;
links in the chain of the advanceme?
culture. The teacher invited scholars from

Aea RwmER SiEn |
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all directions to help him for mmntalTance
of cultural link. The teacher prays "May
scholars come to me, may scholars come
to me softly, may they come to me from
all directions. As water goes' to the lower
level, as the months enter into the yt:,;r
so may scholars come to me, O Lorth.
The following prayer reflects the
relatlo“nS.aha nam yasah. Saha nam
brahmavarcusam"May we both, thzaI
teacher and disciple, ha_ve glory ;m ;
refulgence born of holy life _and study.
The learning and teachmg_became
fruitful because there prevz.nlc_:dl- aen
atmosphere of reveregce, discip l?hé
confidence and communion between t

d the pupils. :
teaChe”lr“h&:an purpose of educational

e is three fold.
prOgririr)malu':quisition of knowledge

(ii) formation of character and

alit
gztrisc;?ii) tb;xe inculcation of the spi¥it of
social abligation and religious duties.

In The Taittiriya Upanisad we find
five fold division of knowledge popularly
known as five great Sanhitas. Thest? a{e
as follows (i) Lokavidya (ii) Jyoti.rwd_ya,
(ili) Brahmavidya, (iv) Suprajanirmana
vidya and (v) Adhyitma vidya.

The method of education P1ay$ ann
important role in any system of' educatx;);
The method of teaching largThe
residential cum-tutoria] jn nAature

e



Upanisadic teacher used so many methods
- (1) Question and Answermethod, (i)
group discussion. (iii) Hlustrative Aids in
teaching, (iv) Scientific method, (v)
Progressive method etc.

The pupil played the main role in
learning method of the UpaniSadic
education. The UpaniSadic teachers
consider education as a life long process
and the life of the individual into four
stages to each of which different duties
and obligations are assigned. The four
stages in man's life are really the four
Psychological states called the student,
the house holder, the hermit and the
ascetic. In ar};integrated human being all
the four stages co-exist. The state of the
studgnts signifies an alert mind.

" The cultivation of a sense of
Spinitual values and the adherence to the
delegation of duty made the education
system éfﬁcient infulfilling its desired.
The teacher laid great emphasis on
mtel.lect and character of the disciple
Wheih should reinforce each other. The
teachers considereq both this aSpf;Ct to
2,?1 ;seful for the welfare of the society.
b progress .Of 4 nation depends on the
! aracter of its People. The values of
ruth and reverence courtesy aﬁd ]

> oyalty,

disciplj
“iscipline and self-secrifice were

ransformation of out log

k and behavioyr
The students coulq lea yiou

m effective] y the

the virtuous actions that proceed from us

spiritual values ! !
such as knowledge of and never on the contrary.

T

self, charity, kindness towards all, power
of endurance and humility from the close
contact of their teachers. The essence of
ethical virtues is expressed in the
Brihadaranyaka by three words- damyata,
dat_tf1 and  dayaddhvam which means
cultivate self control, be generous and
have compassion. In the Jaittiriya

Upan_1$ad We find the instruction of
moral virtues.

the rules of conduct, social obligation

anc.i duty to the society to which he is
80Ing to be admitted shortly. The teacher
said, _"speak the truth, follow the
prescribed conduct, be nog heedless about
the solemn recitation of scriptures, offer

valedi The preceptor in his
-+ valedictory address instructed the studens |

Here we see that good conduct is
sine qua non of spiritual and moral

life. The objective of the Gurukulasystem

was commitment to values like adherence
to truthfulness, dutifulness, love of
scholarship, service to the teacher,

reverence to mother, father and teacher,

honesty, courtesy, self-discipline etc.
In our educational institutions moral
and spiritual values should be maintained.

to him the gift likeq by him, and take .

care that the line of your race js not
broken. Don't fai] tq pay attention to
truth; never fail to Pay heed to the
performance of duty; donot be careless
abot{t what is proper and good, be not
pegllgent of well-being; nE;VEI' be
indifferent to the study and imparting of
the Veda; be mindful of what is to be
offered to the 80ds and ‘manes. Let your
1nother bF: g0d to you; let your father be
reat.ed like a god; Jet your precepto!
feceive divine honour; et your guests
¥§elve from you hospitality like a god-

0se acts that are irreproactable alon€
are o be performed, and not those that

7 .
re their contrary. You must B fiitent on

Referance Books:

1. Isadidasopanisad- Motilal Banarsidass,
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7. MaxMuker.F- Sacred Books of the

East vol-15. .
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- agricultural fields resulting in pollution

ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS IN
| NORTH-EAST INDIA

The North-east re
comprising of seven states Viz, Arunachal
Pr?desh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya
Mizoram,‘ Nagaland and Tripura has a;
geographical area of 2,55,000 Sq.Km
and sh_ares international border withl fou.
Countries viz, Bhutan, China, Myanma;
221(3 Bangladesh. According to 199]
» ail.;sl;ttl;el total population of the region
ek _,548,8{)00. The region is fu]
i Inams with valleys and river
e + ‘I general, the region may be

acterised by heavy precipitation, rich

Population density.
tern region formg 5
al unit in tep and
ays. ‘Being home tq
al Communities, it ig
Iggical and cultura]
high ethnic plurality

1l The north esa
d1§t1nct &eographic
unique in Many w
more than 20 trib
a' lreasure of bio
dn;ersity that hag
and ¢ i ich j
il n(]):t?lizs rlch indienoyg knowledge
% Of.h € Iegion sij] has more thy

the total 8€0graphical areq under;

gion of India forest cove

Anil Kr. Sarm?

s T, continues to be a fores!
IPlus region and is largely free from
pollution relateq envirohmental prob‘lems"
However, rapid demographic change due

to high population |
growth rat ing the
last few decadeg had i

emergiegwasetr;wronmental problems ar®
G me Passes and the resourc®
resulting in thg " - ACAS R el
ool ] Ti eXpantion of wasteland?

* ~ 1€ envifonmental problems

of the regjop ow
may be i 5:
L. Deforestatjop i - v

2. Loss of bio-diversity.

3. :
cultiL\‘;?:tl-d degradatlon due to shifting
10n 'and other faulty land use-

Head, Deptt. of Geography:

_ e

10. Use of pesticides in tea gardens and

of soil and water bodies.

11. Illegal encroachment of forest areas,
poaching of wild animals and smuggling
of tibas and other forest products.

12. Heavy precipitation resulting in
washing away of top soils and expanding
the areas under wet deserts.

Shifting cultivation and burn
agriculture is known as Jhum cultivation
in North-east India. It involves clearing
vegetation and then burning the plant
parts including debris. After 2-3 years of
cropping, the land looses its fertility and
the farmer shifts to another piece of
forested land for cultivation. After certain
number of years, which varies from 3 to
15 years, depending upon the place
population and land ratio, and tribe, the
farmer again comes back for farming to
the same place of land, which he left
fallow a few years back. Thus, the cycle
of cropping and fallow continues. The
period between slash and coming back
again to the same plot after completion
of intervening fallow period constitute
one Jhum cycle.

Sifting cultivation has been the
main source of livelihood for defferent
tribes of north-eastern hills and a
substantial portion of the total hill
population exclusively depends on it for
survival. On an average ,3869 sg.km
areas is put under shifting cultivation
every year and an estimated 4,43,336
households earn their livelihood from

el |

shifting cultivation. It is not the source
of livelihood but also has high cultural
importance among the people of no@-
east. In view of the mountainous terrain,
settled cultivation constitutes only a small
portion of the total cultivated land, which
is mostly confined to the valley lands.
Considering the high cost, labour and
eveneragy input involved in terrace
cultivation, and in absence of other
alternatives to shifting cultivation, the
majority of the population of the north-
eastern hill states continues to depend on
shifting cultivation for their subsistance
livelihood.

The adverse environmental impacts
of shifting cultivation are now well
understood. Shifting cultivation at upper
reaches of mountains and on steep hills
having more than 30° slope enhances soil
erosion and nutrient leaching, and slowly
it converts the land into wastelands. The
shifting cultivation was considered to be
an effective way of land utilization and
the cultivation was environmentally
sustainable as long as the intervening
fallow period was 10 years or more.
However, due to increase in population,
now it is not possible to cropping perqiod
and the entervening fallow period has
now reduced to 2-3 years only. As a
result, the land does not get adequate
time for natural recovery. Due to repeated
cultivation on the same piece of land
without allowing enough time to get back
its natural fertility, the nutrient and fertility
status of the land gets depleted. Because
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the.fanner does not get adequate good
grains, we clears a new patch of virgj
forest and the process continues, In t%l'n
Process, large areas ; ¥
degl“aded and wastelands expand. Shifti
;:ultxvation, therefore, has been. blamzcgi
iz ll;e the main cause of forest depletion
o'rth~east India the land degradatio
associated with shifting cultivati ;
Processes a serious envirnmen&?
f;;l;l;:msﬁto the -fragilc €cosystems of the
wastel;md Xcessive farotion of soil in
Wi bs caus.es siltation of riverbeds
e eeiln c1t§d as the main reason
e 10 the plains. Therefore, shifting
ation has pow became gy

Unsustainable wa
y of land
There use.

Teachnology(SALT)
Environment

€en ftrj
N ftried Successfully in the

of forests get -

forest Management
degradation_ &

{ R T T T e e =T |

fe8lon, may be practised widely a5
alternatives to shifting cultivation.
namra}“l;zrzc;rth-eastern states have vast
iy 0; resources. Besides timbef:
n A e non-timber forest products
it e nc, b.amboos, mushrooms;
e commercially important grass
€s, oil yielding trees, honey and wa*_

are
extracted from the forests every Yearl

in W

plaiat:g:uqﬁanmles' Important medicinal
c : .

i as Taxus baccata, Tinospard.

vomic(;h:;’) izflllnca rosea, Strychnos mux- |
A ,in ¥ ora febrifuga etc. are als0
i Wildfe§e forests. Gums, resins:
of spice Tults and tubers and a numbe!

S @ chinamomum | Ljchi, large
mportant non-timber

;gdﬂftnum are other i
res

resources of the region contributing
he livelihood and

substantiany to t
ople.

economy of the 0
f north-east are not

onl The forest o

nly im

dwe]Ierspt‘;)rtant for sustenance of forest

in one soc;lt also play very important rolé
O €conomic cultural life of th

my of many north-

People. The o it
Castern g :

fates is foregt dependant. In vieW
a vital resource and

of its Importance as
of forest degradatio”

Peeoggowing problem
P'€ of the regjon haye to achcived th®
about the probes ©

dataileq knowledge
and causes of theit

DEVELOPMENT PROCESS THROUGH NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANISATION IN INDIA

The Widening concept of a welfare
state has made it virtually impossible for
modern welfare states to take care of all
sorts of problems . This is a phenomenon
observed not only in the East but also
in the western democracies as well. And
it is in this context that the concept of
the Non-Government Organizations has
gained momentum in the present day
world . Actually it is in turn with the
Neoliberal theory which seeks to 'roll
back the state' -a concept that has assumed
significance in recent years.

The third world countries are
undergoing a precess of socio- economic
development and national reconstruction
that calls for fixation of their choice of
ways and means and looks for
development action. One such choice is
to move away from the bureaucratic
organizational system and to have a
decentralized plus debureaucratised way
of developmental action. while till very
recently bureaucracy was considered to
be the main plank for the developmental
process, this later developed theory'
mainly focused on the peoples

participations as an essential element of

development.

Sri Dwijendra Nath Deka,

Sr. Lecturer. Deptt. of Political Science.

According to Milton Esman, tools
of action to promote nation building and
Socio-Economic development in the
modern world can be categorized as
follows;- i
1.Political Organizations,2. Administrative
system, 3. Associational Interest group.
and 4. Mass Media. Out of these four,
he identifies the third one to be of special
significance. Because of the involvement
of the voluntary organization mainly three
benefits come- a sense Of solidarity,
opportunity to interact with agcncies. of
developed government and .actxve
participation in decision - making. AS
for the Pluralists, a democratic sys.tem
can utilize the service of NGO s to bridge
the gap between the individual and the
state. Because they can learn the essence
of group behavior and political f.:lCthI'l
through participation in the governing of
their private organization.

There are certain basic Causes of
involving the NGOs in the development
process. First, the NGOs are very m.uch
acton oriented as they represent mainly
the local interest,Secondly, they can serve
the purpose in a better way as development
is the main objective, Thirdly, their way
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of functioning is flexible that helps in
peoples’ participation tothe maximum
exter}t, Fourtly, asthe NGOs are not th
political process, they are by and lar g
free ‘fmm political interference and tﬁe
political process has virtually no role
to play, a vital in fighting for the causes
of the poor- the first target group inth
development process. &
In recent time,
ﬁou_ntenes have also realized the
mmit.atl,ons. of state action toward the
Ci;:;ll']n;zatlon of tl?e welfare of its
iy szzgd tecognized the voluntary
- le NGOs towards the political
Service. More that that it is also
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Even the _ﬂow of fund from the goverment
Was not inadequate. Aaand after almost
le decades of independents the NGOs
re the eyes and ears of the beneficiaries.

In the field of Rural Development

1n India the involvement of the NGOs has

ll)gejr; widely acclaimed. Way back in
plam,i the B.R. Committee for rural
e nendg and development emphasized
. ez for drawing a cloge co-operation
e n theNGOs and other gov tal
odies S
Committee in ' i

" o Y ;1:966 also laid stress on the
Organisation
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Non-Governmental |
" are about 20,000 NGOs registered under
| the Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt. of

development activities throughout the
country. Now the NGOshave been highly
accepted as instruments for development.
Moreover, it is considered to be a means

‘of decentralization of the democratic

institutions.The world wide liberalization
policy and Giobalization, that is the new

" economic order of the present century
' has remarkabla changed the role and

activity of the NGOs. Now the

| development process is also to be realized
o " in terms of privatization. This is also a
he Rura] Urban Relationship

very important aspect to be taken note
of in the context of the growing
importance of the NGOs. To-day there

India working in the field of various
developmental acitivities. This covers
different areas like environment, gender
discrimintion, human rights related issues,
socio-economic and socio-religious
matters and so on and so forth. Some
of them have shared their feelings and
activities with different organizations
abroad. In fact, now NGOs are expected
to perform what the government cannot.
It is expected that the NGOs will look
into all such issues as have failed to
attract the political parties and the
government as will. In this process, they
will help the government for good cause
and at the same time try to influence the
lay making authority to discard the wrong
policies.

NGOs are generally deemed a non-
political set up exclusively working for

the target group as per its programme and
capability. But this is not empirically
proved. Rather case study reflects some
kind of close nexus between the local
politics and the NGOs.According to
prakash Karat, an eminent critic of NGOs
studies considers the Non-Govermental
organisations as strategic design of the
imperialist forces to change the course of
social development in their favour. A
large number of NGOs are funded by the
western Imperialist countries. Even these
donor countries have a deep concern for
the poor people living in a distant land
in India. Normally, the donor countries
fix th amount fo fund. This entire
arrangement gives an idca that the NGOs
are the agent of these donor countries
rather than the Agent for developement
of the apparent target group of which is
the people below the poverty line.

In the developing countries like
India the problem of socio - economic
backwardness is a gift of the then
imperialist ruler. Tomake the society free
from all these social drawbacks only the
state action is not sufficient. Here the
NGOs can perform an excellent job to
bring about a fundamental change in the
society. There is no denying of the fact
that the third world countries like India
have not been benefited by the state
sponsored developmental programme
whereas in the post-colonial period more
and more demands for development have
cropped up. Here also the NGOs are
playing a significant role. Specially inthe
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post-colonial third world countries,
modernization process is in high
demand;- And in this direction a part
from the state machinary, the NGOs
have a very big scope to satisfy the need
of the society. In fact, the NGOs have
acquired considerable ground as a
development agency.

In Indian state administration, the
poor and weaker sections- the lowest of
the lower strata in the society look upon
the state as their only hope of survival.

Even they can organize themselves to

raise demands for social legislations. But
the incidents of poverty is still increasing.
Here the NGOs can work as a
supplementing body to towards socio-
economic reconstruction of the state.
Actually NGOs role as mobilizing force

Source :-

towards peoples’ particiption inthe
goverment organized programmes is most
effcetive. Other wise inthe third world
countries the  weaker section will be
deprived from the benefits of development
emanating from bureaucratic impediments.
The NQOS play an important role towards
improving the overall standard of living
of the poor and downtrodden, bring them
closer to the governmenta] policy making
process and extends all possible assistance
for social progress. Finally we can that

the NGOs can carry op the developmental °
ple pParallelly with the ,
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political aspirations . this r
the whole idea of NGO will
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1. Social Mobility and Non-governmental organisation

2. Social work practices

3. Non-governmental Organisations-

S. S.Yad.av.

Devi & Prakash.

structure, relevance and functiop
S. Chanda.

4. Non-governmental Organisations and Development p
Nt Prospect i i
in India

S. Chandra & p. Joshi.
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SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL
IMPERATIVES FOR RURAL

DEVELOPMENT.

Gitimoni Deka

Lecturer & Head. Department of Chemistry

Rural development,as a 'result_ of
the direction given under the pioneering

rshi f Mahatma Gandhi_,is a
D (;ector to National

priority ost 80% of the

Development.Alm st ¢
population of India lives 1 rural areas.

i nt
Therefore, clearly on unpo:l'ltr?ity
responsibility of the scientific COIEH:) 10
is to ensure that Science and tec nb1 gz
are geared up to meet the pro em1
ra
encountered in the process of ru

development.

Rural development is a strategy

designed to improve the SOCIO_ZOI;;)_I:EE
life of a specific grouP qf pe 1; i
ural poor. BY mc_reasmg ﬁgld ol
remployrnent,- expanding the' -[e i
knowledge for high_productw; 3;“ =
inculcating the scientific tempe e
:nds of the rural people, scien o
i:(]:gni)lgy can bring about tremendo

i ral India.
Chang;ilé I;ul:;l development programme

m tional level

upported by a 0 .
L;iséybcff :cipelilce and technolgy. This set
po

; e
i -1 determine the appropria
i wmhoils and thechnologies t0

be devised and adopted to suit the socio-
economic environment of any part of the
Country. Thus the ‘experience of
appropriate policy differ from Country to
Country and even within the different
parts of the Country. Again this policy
should undergo necessary changes with
the change of the social dynamics from
time to time.

The scientific community has
another vital responsibility to motivate
the people with scientific way of life.
Generally, the people in rural India can
not analyze the things scientifically. They
do not have the scientific temper. It is
the scientific community who can
inculcate scientific temper in the minds
of the rural people. Untill and unless
such a mental framework is there, the
new discoveries and innovations have no
meanimg for them. The rural Indian life
is full of religious orthodoxy, superstitious
beliefs for which we are not ready to
accept the new discoveries and inventions
however beneficial it may be for a better
life of thus. Thus the role of science and
technology in this direction in india rural
sets is most imperative.

scientific met 5P



Rural indian economy is mainly
dependent on agriculture and allied
activities. Agricultural activities include
production of crops, rearing of animals,
fishery, poultry, piggery farming etc.
With the application of scientific and
technical knowledge, a lot  of
improvement can be brought about. High
productivity demands increasing
efficiency through development of skills.
For rural indian farmers an intermediate
standard of technlogy should be devised
which is comparatively cheap and can be
used by labour with not much of technical
know-how.

In the field of animal husbandry
artifial insemination, developed feed,
health care etc. are the different fields
of scientific inputs for maximization of
return. In the process of animal husbandry
one important point is, it always
emphasize in the development of dairy
science but for ploughing and other
related operations and rural transport
draught animals are also equally essential
in rural india.

Indian farmers are highly dependent
on rainwater for their agricultural
activities and it is a major couse of low
production . The "Pani Panchayat" or
“water users association- a co-operative
system institution formed for the purpose
of water distribution among different
categories of farmers can solve this
problem to 2 large extent,

For rural people question of hea]th
and sanitation is also to be considere

T e

seriously. Providing easily available pure
and safe drinking water, nutritional value
of food, population control measures etc.
are worth mentioning. With a very small
effort, both govt and non govt organization
can systematically organized the rural
community to deliver- the message of
health and sanitation. The scientific
community can suggest measures to the
state authority to build up environmental

fne.ndly-to move arrangement for cheap
residential accomodati

on with proper
health and Sanitation g i

ystem.

ereCsor-nrril:micatio:)n is another field
wh cientist and technologi v
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resources found abundantly in rural India
can be utilized for national prosperity.
Today there is no dearth of funds or raw
materials for industry in rural areas, the
only constrain being technological know-
how. The new industrial strategy should
be split up into various components a1.1d
the component requiring simple skl}l
should be selected for rural areas. This
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will provide employment to rural artisans
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In fine rural development should be
strengthened through the help of science
and technology. Rural life needs to be
affected by the lastest developments so
that rural upliftment becomes a reality in
the millennium.

\ A,
0 00 00

y for Rural Development - Upendra kumar, Deep &
dustrialization. An Approach - T.S. Papola, Himalayan Publishing House,

d Rural Development -P.S. Lamba & S.S. Solanhi.
Hemd Book. Sept.2000.

Published in CSIR

4. Agro Industrial
Sterling New Delhi.

Development and its implications for rural areas-P.K.Mishra,




|ﬁmm@

"Human_ Resource Development in N.E.with Special
reference to the development of Rural people"”

(1]

Human resources of an area
Positively and definitely effects its
economic growth. It is because man-
power provides human labour essentially
needed for economic development and
growth. Economist A.C. pigoue said once
"Human beings are ends in themselves
and factors of production as well".
According to Karl Marx, without human
beings capital & mechineries are useless.
By giving the labour theory of value he
said profit of a commodity is linked with
the amount of human labour put in it.
Adamsmith thinks that it is increasing
population which facilitate the division
of labour and ensure economic growth.
Dr. Simon Kuznet viewed human beings
are not merely source of Biological
Reproduction but source of knowledge.
Kuznet stressed with Adamsmith that
increase of human beings help in new
inventions, dignity and knowledge when
they are provided with educational
facilities. It is they who help in increasing
production, consumption and savings.
Alvin Hansen, another Keynesian
Economist severely criticised Malthus
and Ricardo and opined that it is only

Y82

Lect. Bhaben Ch. Lahkar

decreasing human being that may create
the problem of falling effective demand.
Pointing to the days of Industrial
revolution and happening regarding man
and percapita income B.Higgins supported
Hansen. D.H. Handerson viewed that
decrease in population result in shortage
of right type of people for right jobs and
thus whole process of progress and
development will considerably slow down.
Mydal in his "Population- A problem for
Democracy has raised a concern over
decrease in population".

, (2]

The development of human
resources constitute a central objective of
all development efforts. Hence, in recent
yrs philosophy has come up that for all
types of development human resources
should first be developed. Human
development means the “process of
acquiring and increasing the number of
persons who have the skills, education
and experience which are critical for the
economic and the political development
of a country. Human resource development
is associated with invest in man and his

development as a creative and productive

JInvestment in M

I <21 e o |

resources”. According to Schultz, there
are five ways of developing human
resources.(i) Health facilities and services

i.e., all expenditure that affect the life:

expectancy, strength and stamina, aI'l‘d
the vigour and vitality of the people.‘ (i1)
on-the-job training (iii) formally organised
education at. the elementary, secondary
and higher levels (iv) study programmes
for adults that are not organised by firms,
including extension programmes -ngtably
ir. agriculture (v) migration of individuals

and families to adjust to changing job -

opportunities. To this list may bf” added
the import of ‘technical assistance,
expertise and consultants. _

. The growth of tangible capital stock
depends to a considerable extent on the
. e development which 18

h resourc
-, asing knowledge,

the "process of incre
tE: s}g? and the capacities of all pec_:plset
of the country. Undoubtedly; the rtrll;)c ;
significant way of human ;eizti_on.
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economist like Adamsmith and Veblen
stressed the importance of investment in
human beings. According to Veblen,
"Technological knowledge and skills
formed the community's" immaterial
equipment or intangible assets" without
which physical capital could not be
utilised productively. Econamists are,
therefore, of the view that it is the lack
of investment in human capital that has
been responsible for the slow growth of
under developed countries.
[3]

There is wide aggrement that for
human resource development education
is primary input, it is the mover of all
kinds of development. Like India Assam
/ NE is a village economy. The relative
increase of village and urban people of
Irdia in 1991 was 74.3% and 25.7%
accordingly. The all India literacy rate is
52.21 and Rural and urban literacy in
India is 36.4% and 61.8% according_to
1991. So far average literacy rate of NER
is concern, it is almost equal with National
average according to 71,81,& 91 census.
But this region is economically backward
than many other states of India. The state,
Kerala is also advance in literacy rate and
also in higher education among all other
states of India. But high development of
higher education in this state also has not
been reflected in its economic
development. According to 1991 cencus
the rural and urban literacy is
49.32%&79.39%. In the state Kerala it
is 88.92% & 92.25%.

i men.
Ebrought about by improved
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North East Region has 7.8% of
total Geographical are a of India and
3.8% of total population of India. This
is a region full of Natural resources like
forest mineral & water. Yet the region
is economically poor back-ward and
agricultural is the principal sector of
production’. The density of population of
Assam is 267 per sq kilometre according
to 1991 census with surprising decadel
growth rate of population specially during
1961 to 1971.

* In NER, so far 133 primary School
per lac population is available as against
only 68 at National level. In case of
college level scenario is lower than
National level even Nagaland and
Mizoram having no university. To-day
the most urgent institutions are technical
institution & education. The only
outstanding addition here is only one IIT
recently.

: The infrastructral facilities of
education for human resource
development in NER are available in
general education. All most all the central
Govt's programmes are working in this
region. The universalization elementary
Education,(UEE) Non-formal education
(NEE), Adult-Liferacy the vocational
thrust in school education, the Navodaya
Vidyalayas, higher educational Schemes
all are working in NER. But a serious
contradiction has arisen. The number of
general graduates & Post-graduates are
increasing at a fast rate while the
employment avenues for them are also

__the gap of development of General and

declining at a high rate. In the front of
technical education, more critical
knowledges have been invited than
traditional one. This has posed a serious
problem for NER where such critical
knowledges are quite lack of.

Again human resource development
not only depend upon investment in man
through education but also on some other
schemes like primary health care, control
of communicable diseases, Medical
infrastructure, family welfare programimes,
women and child development, welfare
of weaker sections, Housing, sanitation,
pure drinking water etc; which have
special bearing in rural life of rural
people. In NER the percapita income is
Low, for higher productivity higher should
be the investment in this sectors/schemes.
But in our region it is not satisfactory.

Here in our regions, the ethnic
composition of population is diverse, So
far studies are available, they have shown
that village ridden different Tribes, classes
still have miles to go for proper
development. Taking the present case of
ST&SC people whose number is
considerable in NER-the Hill Tribes,
Plain tribes - the Boro speaking people,
the Rabha, the Koch Rajbanshi- all are
disssatisfied with their own level of
development even after the provisions
enshrained in the constitution of free
India specially meant for them. Probably
the various Acts/schemes are not working
in true & full spirit for which we have

- EKEkOokeul

SC/ST other groups of people living in

NER. ‘ .
In the content of Physical capital

availability the NER is poor when
compared at the National level. This has
definitely the bearing in the life of NER
people. NER has only 2,500 km of
railway that come to about 4% qf the
countries total. About 80% of the raflway
are single track and 95% of the railway
of this region are in Assam. The average
percentage of electrified village in .Indla
was 76.28% in 1987-88 whereas n NER
it was 48.39% and in 1988-89 the 'Ind1an
average was 79.44% and NER 1t w:lis
58.6% which was much below the

National level. v
The general characteristics of

village Economy of India Iike' }ind;:;
utilisation of land, Low productivity

Land, Abundant man-power rgsg;:eos%
low mobilily, capital scarcity, dé

iti abour
Investment opportunities Low L

ivi all
and capital productivity etc.—;realzc({;: ) e{
present in the villages of NE

n effected in the
some changes have Eiering the last three

village life of India.
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and half decades of Economic planning
whose major thrust has been on rural
reconstruction, the Indian rural economic
scene - has undergone sizeable
transformation which is true in case of
NER also. But the ground realities are
these till to-day the village life is poverty
ridden, high illiteracy with school drop-
outs, high percentage of people below the
poverty line and vast volume of
unemployment and increasing pressure
on limited agricultural land. The
traditional agriculture and small & cottage
industries has no capacity to bear this
growing rural people of village. This has
contributed largely in the distabilization
and instability of grouth & development
specially in the NER.

Finally, it may be concluded that
through the development of human
resources all kinds of development can
be effected to the maximum extent. But
the development of villagers of NER is
confronted with large number of problems
so far component of village development
are concerned. Special drive or thrust, or
Big push are needed to bring it on the

National level. <

India by 1.C. Dhingra.
1999-2000 yr publication.

1994-95) :
Survey ( ment and planning by M. L. Jhingan.

(Eleventh edition)
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