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The concept of Education in the Upanis ad
D

The Upanisads constitute the
concluding portion of the Vedas and
hence are called Vedanta. The Upanisads
are the store-house of our cultural and
spiritual heritage. The appeal of the
Upanisads is universal. The term
"Upanisads" is interpreted in different
ways: 1. To sit close by devotedly 2.
Secret doctrine, 3. the term refers to the
key passages in the Upanisads. According
to Sankara it is that which destroys
ignorance and leads to Brahman.
According to Max Mullar the Upanisads
are the sources of the Vedanta Philosophy,
a system in which human speculation
seems to have reached it very acme. He
compares the philosophy of the
Upanisads to the light of the morning
and to the pure air of the mountains so
simple and so true, if once understood.
According to Paul Deussen the Upanisads
have tackled every fundamental problem
of life. They have given us intimate
account of reality.

The Upanisadic teacher defines
education as "Sa Vidya Ya Vimuktaye .
Education is that which leads to liberation
of the human mind. Education is regarded

akheswar Deka.
Head of the Deptt. (Sanskrit)

as an instrument of solving the problem
and liberation of human mind from
ignorance. Learning is considered to be
a means of to the achieving of the ideal
of human life. So it is said "Vidyaya
Sadhayeta". The Upanisadic teacher
proclaims that through knowledge of the
supreme spirit man can realise and enjoy
eternal bliss, "Vidyaya Amrtam Asnute."

A glorious system of education is
found in the Upanisads. The system of
education is known as Gurukul system
which is still considered one of the major
contribution of India to the World
Education. This system is unique for two
notable features - 1. the type of education
imparted and, 2. the method of instruction
adopted. In this system there was not
distinction between philosophy of life
and philosophy of education. They
considered them both to be co-ordinated
and co-related. The Gurukul was the
cultural centre as well as research
institution. The students lived at least
twelve years performing various duties of
the Gurus, so they got ample scope to
develope all sorts of practical knowledge.
The students got the opportunity of



moulding his life and character after the Instnirtmn of ^ j • ,
idealistic patent of his teacher's life bv «""i Prayer, worshil
living in close accociation with him The 00111^1""'°" ™
Upanisadic teacher was broad minded with trL^lZr "n
and a man of universal outlook They t " ®"'Sence and imagmauoa
were bold enough to bring about chanee h.. h " importance
in the outlook of social ethics soda me ®'
tradition and norms. The teacher could Brahmacharya the lateiH
boldly break the traditional barrier. The ®P'"'
Brahmans also used to go the KsatWa essential for receiving
for instruction. The education create^^ ^owledge. The teacher was called Guni'
feeling of universal brotherhood amonp "feans 'heavy or great' only a grea'
the students. Student life was guided hS heavy responsibility ca".
humulity, truthfulness, disciplin the students. The teacher is also
obedience, reverence for the teacheLnH ^^t^ause he shows thoelders. They always remembered thp right path to follow antJ
motto Vidya Dadati Vinayam" leaminp social obligation to bo
egets modesty. The highest result of T formation of character and

cu ture is humility and modesty Thf- ^^®^°pment of the personality, discipli^^
P^rfo^ed .he ideauf f

n ancient time a student was known
O-W perfon^eTneaU^

«rfsin "•lyR'iiWfi

students had great respect for each other
and yet there was an intimate nearness
between them. A beautiful combination

of freedom and discipline, of reverance
and cordiality is noticed between them.
The teachers were deeply learned and yet

their hearts were full of love and

tenderness. The students were generally

attracted by the reputation and scholarship

of the teacher. We can see the moral

obligation and responsibility of the
teacher in the convocation address of the

Taittirlya UpaniSads. We feel that in
going away of the student a part of the
teacher also seems to be going. The

preceptor and the disciple are united

all directions to help him for maintainance
of cultural link. The teacher prays "May
scholars come to me, may scholars come :
to me softly, may they come to me from
all directions. As water goes to the lower
level, as the months enter into the year
so may scholars come to me, O Lord .

The following prayer reflects the
relation.

"Saha nam yasah. Saha nam
brahmavarcusam"May we both, the

.teacher and disciple, have glory and
refulgence bom of holy life and study.

The learning and teaching became
fruitful because there prevailed an
atmosphere of reverence, discipline.

as a„.e.s7;-:r" rh^
^ rest institutes were the fountain head rp"!^ The students had to

system"^ ciyilization. This as" P®^^t)rial seryiye to their teacher®system encoiiracro^ _ , ^"is asanarfnf.- :.-i;ne.

^cre me fountain head r<. ^ t-'-^^pior. ihe students nau

system"^ ciyilization. This as" P®^^t)rial seryiye to their teached
ûdel academic mobilhy ?h spiritual discipii"^'

teachers ak ^'^dom. The celebrated =, community.The student had t
note ̂ ''^^=»'="romo„ep,a e m P™ with samiO

student wLTr''= discussion the ^"^1) i„ his hand to obta-
« why he sintitT"^' T'

The method of „ ̂ The studentship-
^tati explanatory ^*""8 t^as oral is very intim''"°"®'"P Bd'sveen the teaa
i®agination played """'y and a relmin" v " d°'dial. There exix'
^^^^^^^^^important role hetw tromplete understandt

ffr-T ■ Between the two. The teacher and

together to pray that the light of the confidence and communion between the
sacred knowledge may illumine them teacher and the pupils.
both. In the invocation of the Taittiriya The purpose of educational
Upanisad we find the proper discussion programme is Aree fo .
of the problem of education. "May it (the (0 acquisition of knowledge
Brahman) protect us both (teacher and (ii) formation of character and
pupil). May it enjoy us both. May we personality

May our and (iii) the inculcation of the spirit ofacquire strength together,

knowledge become right. May we never
quarrel."

The teacher and the pupils are
united by the common aim of preserving
and propogating the sacred learning.
They prayed for the advancement of
power, enjoyment of virtue, knowledge

directed to one goaland glory. They are -

social abligation and religious duties.
In The Taittiriya Upanisad we find

five fold division of knowledge popularly
known as five great Sanhitas. These are

as follows (i) Lokavidya (ii) Jyotirvidya,
(iii) Brahmavidya, (iv) Suprajanirmana
vidya and (v) Adhyatma vidya-

The method of education plays an^
The preceptor and the pupil are the two important role in any system "f ^
links in the chain of the adyancement of The method of teaching """Sf ̂
culture. The teacher invited scholars from residential cum-tutorial itt
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Upanisadic teacher used so many methods
(i) Question and Answermethod, (ii)

group discussion, (iii) Illustrative Aids in
teaching, , (iv) Scientific method, (v)
Progressive method etc.

The pupil played the main role in
learning method of the UpaniSadic
education. The UpaniSadic teachers
consider education as a life long process
and the life of the individual into four
stages to each of which different duties
and obligations are assigned. The four
stages in man's life are really the four
Psychological states called the student,
the house holder, the hermit and the
ascetic. In ai^integrated human being all
the four stages co-exist. The state of the
students signifies an alert mind.

The cultivation of a sense of
spiritual values and the adherence to the
delegation of duty made the education
system efficient infulfilling its desired.

e  teacher laid great emphasis on
ratelkct and character of the disciple

ci should reinforce each other. The
«ache^ considered both this aspect to
^ useful for the welfaru of the society

H  The values of^.h „d reverence courtesy and loyalty.
il ? ' aelf-secrifice wereimpressed on the mind nf Hn,. . ̂
"Ud these valueT held f
hansformation of out look Lh h h '
The sfnH,. r ,. behaviour.■f '""'I luam

Spiritual values such as knowledge of
self, charity, kindness towards all, power
of endurance and humility from the close
contact of their teachers. The essence of
ethical virtues is expressed in the
Bnhadaranyaka by three words- damyata,
datta and dayaddhvam which means
cultivate self control, be generous and
have compassion. In the Jaittiriya
UpaniSad We find the instruction of
moral virtues. The preceptor in his

a e ictory address instructed the studens
e mles of conduct, social obligation

an uty to the society to which he is
going to be admitted shortly. The teacher
I 'prescnbed conduct, be not heedless about

the solenin recitation of scriptures, offer
care'^ t
broken. Don't fail to pay attention to
truth; never fail to pay heed to the
performance of duty; donot be careless
a out what IS proper and good, be not
i"nT well-being; never be
th imparting ofhe Veda; be mindful of what is to be

ered to the gods and manes. Let your
er be god to you; let your father be

^ate like a god; let your preceptor
receive divine honour; let your guests
receive from you hospitality like a god-

ose acts that are irreproactable alone
are to be performed, and not those that

,^;i^!;^l£^trary. You must be intent on

the virtuous actions that proceed from us
and never on the contrary.
I  Here we see that good conduct is
sine qua non of spiritual and moral
life.The objective of the Gurukulasystem
was commitment to values like adherence
|to truthfulness, dutifulness, love of
scholarship, service to the teacher,
reverence to mother, father and teacher,
honesty, courtesy, self-discipline etc.

In our educational institutions moral
and spiritual values should be maintained.

Referance Books:

1. Isadidasopanisad- Motilal Banarsidass,
Delhi.

2. MaxMuker.F- Sacred Books of the
East vol-15.
3. Mehta Rohit- The call of the Upanisads.
4. Mukherjee R.K.Dr.- Ancient Education
in India.
5. Sarma Jogeswar. Dr.- Philosophy ol
Education in the Upanisads.
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environmental problems in
north-east INDIA

The North-east region of India

sit, Assam, Mampur, Meghalaya
Mtzoram, Nagaland and Tripura has a
geographical area of 2,55,oSo Sq L
nd shares tntemational border with four

and ? j Myanmarangladesh. According to 190]
census, the total population of the region
■s about 31,548,8000. The region is full
p.a.nTr;:j®t^;^'^^^ river
characterise ^forest cov^ a„H J rich
mountain e hio-diversity, fragile
drainage pahf"®' "dissecfed hy Two""'"'
Brahmaputrl and
tributaries and i

The population density.diriit.c?ge"o°th"T ^
unique in mam nnd
more than 200 tribar
a  treasure of bioln
diversity that has cultural
3nd contains rich inL
^ystems. The region s -11^'
64% of the total geog al^"' lhan

area under

•11

Anil Kn SarniiiHead, Deptt. of Geography]
forest cover, continues to be a forest

UITJ us region and is largely free from
How '®d environmental problems:
m h^r'' ""J" "^""-Sraphic change due.
last fe ''7 '"'°" grorvth rate during the'
on the naf^'f i'riP'''^and^! T of the region
envilmefacing today^ P^nWcras that the region if
entergfrTas frmr™"''"' Ppp^'p^^
base is cnm" Passes and the resource

in the region The^''™"'" °f wastelandsOf the rL- ■ ®"^tronmehtal problem^
1- Deforestarior^
2- Loss of bio-diversity.
cultivation '^"ftin^
"■ Land sMes. ^
5. Mining.

developmental" '"ouds and othC7 ^ i^'ocntaj projects.'■ Soil erosion.

9 bldtst''-^r und flood.
noise resulting in vvat^t' ;air pollution. -

10. Use of pesticides in tea gardens and
agricultural fields resulting in pollution
of soil and water bodies.
11. Illegal encroachment of forest areas,
poaching of wild animals and smuggling
of tibas and other forest products.
12. Heavy precipitation resulting in
washing away of top soils and expanding
the areas under wet deserts.

Shifting cultivation and burn
agriculture is known as Jhum cultivation
in North-east India. It involves clearing
vegetation and then burning the plant
parts includmg debris. After 2-3 years of
cropping, the land looses its fertility and
the farmer shifts to another piece of
forested land for cultivation. After certain
number of years, which varies from 3 to
15 years, depending upon the place
population and land ratio, and tribe, the
farmer again comes back for farming to
the same place of land, which he left
fallow a few years back. Thus, the cycle
of cropping and fallow continues. The
period between slash and coming back
again to the same plot after completion
of intervening fallow period constitute
one Jhum cycle.

Sifting cultivation has been the
main source of livelihood for defferent
tribes of north-eastern hills and a
substantial portion of the total hill
population exclusively depends on it for
survival. On an average ,3869 sq.km
areas is put under shifting cultivation
every year and an estimated 4,43,336
households earn their livelihood from

-siiwip^l I

shifting cultivation. It is not the source
of livelihood but also has high cultural
importance among the people of north
east. In view of the mountainous terrain,
settled cultivation constitutes only a small
portion of the total cultivated land, which
is mostly confined to the valley lands.
Considering the high cost, labour and
eveneragy input involved in terrace
cultivation, and in absence of other
alternatives to shifting cultivation, the
majority of the population of the north
eastern hill states continues to depend on
shifting cultivation for their suhsistance
livelihood.

The adverse environmental impacts
of shifting cultivation are now well
understood. Shifting cultivation at upper
reaches of mountains and on steep hills
having more than 30° slope enhances soil
erosion and nutrient leaching, and slowly
it converts the land into wastelands. The
shifting cultivation was considered to be
an effective way of land utilization and
the cultivation was environmentally
sustainable as long as the intervening
fallow period was 10 years or more.
However, due to increase in population,
now it is not possible to cropping perqiod
and the entervening fallow period has
now reduced to 2-3 years only. As a
result, the land does not get adequate
time for natural recovery. Due to repeated
cultivation on the same piece of land
without allowing enough time to get back
its natural fertility, the nutrient and fertility
status of the land gets depleted. Because
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the farmer does not get adequate good
grams, we clears a new patch of virgin
forest and the process continues. In this
process, large areas of forests get
evaded and wastelands expand. Shifting

culuvation, therefore, has been blamed
to be the matti cause of forest depIeUon
in North-east India the land degradation
socrated with shifting cultivatio"

processes a serious envirnmental

Srs" ®~systems of theg n. Excessive erotion of soil in
wastelands causes siltation of riverbeds
Md has been ctted as the main reason

clwvatt'o shiftingtion has now became an
nsustonable way of land use

efforts should
existing shiftino ^ "1=
suitably So thaf Practices

^uch as " I models
TeachnologyfSAL'n^"''"^"'^'
watershed Environ sloping
Teachnology (swectJ W ft™®

been tried sueLsMlf n';™

region, may be practised widely as
alternatives to shifting cultivation.

The north-eastern states have vast
natural forest resources. Besides timber,

■  non-timber forest products
eanc, bamboos, mushrooms,

orchids, commercially important grass
P cies, oil yielding trees, honey and wax
e extracted from the forests every year

nia ^riantities. Important medicinal
corH f baccata, Tinospara
vom" ° "oa rosea,' Strychnos mux-
fou^r* febrifuga etc. are also
edible resins,
of sn' tubers and a number
cadum ohinamomum , Lichi, large
forest other important non-timber
substam^-^n^^^^ contributing

in one socb important role
peonle Ti, cultural life of the
eastern stl^ --y
of its im forest dependant. In vie^^
the grow'^^^^'^^^ ^ ̂i^^i resource and
PeoSe degradation.
datailed i- ^ ̂^^i^n have to achcived the
forest m about the probes of
degradatiom^^l"^"^

"i'j:

DEVELOPMENT PROCESS THROUGH NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANISATION IN INDIA

Sri Dwijendra Nath Deka,
Sr. Lecturer. Deptt. of Political Science.

The Widening concept of a welfare According to Milton Esman, t
state has made it virtually impossible for of action to promote nation ui mg an
modem welfare states to take care of all Socio-Economic development in e
sorts of problems . This is a phenomenon modern world can be categonze as
observed not only in the East but also follows ;-
in the western democracies as well. And 1.Political Organizations,!. AdministraUve
it is in this context that the concept of system, 3. Associational Interest group,
the Non-Govemment Organizations has and 4. Mass Media. Out of these four,
gained momentum in the present day he identifies the third one to be of specia
world . Actually it is in turn with the significance. Because of the involvement
Neoliberal theory which seeks to 'roll of the voluntary organization mainly t ee
back the state' -a concept that has assumed benefits come- a sense of solidanty,
significance in recent years. opportunity to interact with agencies o

The third world countries are developed government
undergoing a process of socio- economic participation in decision - m
development and national reconstmction for the Pluralists, a 1
that calls for fixation of their choice of can utilize the service o ^ .
ways and means and looks for the gap between the nrdtv.du^ and the
development action. One such choice is state. Because they can action
to move away from the bureaucratic of group behav.or P°'
organizational system and to have a through participation in the „ovem g
decentralized plus debureaucratised way their private organization.

t^s^tlf —Thr:; t they represent mai.y
^'ainV' focused on the p^opje^s'
participations as an essentia e objective. Thirdly, their way
development. ~
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of functioning is flexible that helps in Even the flnw nf fpeoples' participation tothe maximum was not fn J f"""
extent, Fourtly, asthe NGOs are not the six derp,H f
political process, they are by and large are the ' °^/"dependents the NGOs
free fnom political interference and the t tT r" beneficiaries,
political process has virtually no role inlndirih Development
to play, a vital in fighting for the causes he. of the NGOs has
of the poor- the first target group inthe 1957 The^ b r
development process. Committee for rural

In recent time, the capitalist thrn^d foTdr emphasized
countries have also realized the 11!, niose co-operation
limitations of state mion toward toe tadT^
maximization of the welfare of its Cor^i,,?' Relationship
ciizens and recognized the voluntary activif ^ ^ ̂ ^^id stress on the

On the other hand, the questions hishlv^r "^"""nittee in 1978
of expanding the voluntary services ,o role of some non-

fernv ^ Sron"' '"'""'"- "-e active
NGOs a r ̂  ̂ Sned that most of the in the Panrh "* ̂ rassroot level planning
anrstmc f ft= tapfelT'' '"^>"mion In fact,
system D,, ^'^^°°'^®'Inmocratic by the No ̂  "^"'o supplemented
0 arwavrh u for a toll ^''^^"■roental ItitutionsthTnk 7a ff°''P='"i^""'riywhe„ po7ntT7""'^^- ""at is more I.

prSes in ^ 8^"«al strrg ' ,7' ^^0^ -n creat a
higher incomr^ ""°.".'°""'"'n mstrumemal " "P'^ton that can be
'n the poor aTi"'' benefit change ''""^mg about a social

PlayinraV beenPlane the NGOs have'd'^ activities tlc^loprnental
i" the fieW of 7 unusu in, ""roluntary acL r Their only to ' ' ^00 formation. Notparticipation bo^t

development activities throughout the the target group as per its programme andcountry. Now the NGOshave been highly capability. But this is not empirically
accepted as instruments for development, proved. Rather case study reflects some
Moreover, it is considered to be a means kind of close nexus between the local
of decentralization of the democratic politics and the NGOs.According to
institutions.The world wide liberalization prakash Karat, an eminent critic of NGOs
policy and Giobalization, that is the new studies considers the Non-Govermental
economic order of the present century organisations as strategic design of the
has remarkabla changed the role and imperialist forces to change the course of
activity of the NGOs. Now the social development in their favour. A
development process is also to be realized large number of NGOs are funded by the
in terms of privatization. This is also a western Imperialist countries. Even these
very important aspect to be taken note donor countries have a deep concern for
of in the context of the growing the poor people living in a distant land
importance of the NGOs. To-day there in India. Normally, the donor countries
are about 20,000 NGOs registered under fix th amount fo fund. This entire
the Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt. of arrangement gives an idea that the NGOs
India working in the field of various are the agent of these donor countries
developmental acitivities. This covers rather than the Agent for developement
different areas like environment, gender of the apparent target group of which is
discrimintion, human rights related issues, the people below the poverty line,
socio-economic and socio-religious In the developing countnes i e
matters and so on and so forth. Some India the problem of socio econormc
of them have shared their feelings and backwardness is a gift of the ^h
activities with different organizations 'roP«"^bst ruler. Tom^e the society fabroad. In fact, now NGOs are expected from all these social ^rawbac^ ^
to t^rform what the government cannot, state action is not sufficien Here toeIt I expected that the NGOs will look NGOs can perform an excellent job to
into all such issues as have failed to bring about a fundamental change in the
attract the political parties and the society. There is no denying of the factgovernment as will. In this process, they that the third world like In lawill help the government for good cause have not been benefited by the state
and at the same time try to influence the sponsored developmental Program™tov making authority to discard the wrong whereas in the post-cclon.a penod morelay max g > and more demands for development have

NGOs are generally deemed anon- cropped up. Here also the NGOs are
political set UP delusively working for playing a significant role. Specially inthe
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post-colonial third world countries,
modernization process is in high
demand;- And in this direction a part
from the state machinary, the NGOs
have a very big scope to satisfy the need
of the society. In fact, the NGOs have
acquired considerable ground as a
development agency.

In Indian state administration, the

poor and weaker sections- the lowest of

the lower strata in the society look upon
the state as their only hope of survival.
Even they can organize themselves to
raise demands for social legislations. But
the incidents of poverty is still increasing.
Here the NGOs can work as a

supplementing body to towards socio
economic reconstruction of the state.

Actually NGOs role as mobilizing force

towards peoples' particiption inthe
goverment organized programmes is most
effcetive. Other wise inthe third world
countries the weaker section will be
deprived from the benefits of development
emanating from bureaucratic impediments.
The NGOs play an important role towards
improving the overall standard of livin^
of the poor and downtrodden, bring them
closer to the governmental policy making
process and extends all possible assistance
for socjal progress. Finally we can that

developmentalwork for the people parallelly with the
a parties, but in continuning this

pr^ess the NGO should not develop
political aspirations . If this really happensthe whole Idea of NGO will jeoparadised.

Source

1. Social Mobility and Non-govemmental organisation

2. Social work practices

3. Non-governmental Organisations- structure, relevance

S. S.Yadav.

Devi & Prakash.

and function

S. Chanda.

4. Non-govemmental Organisations and Develonmpnt n
■opment Prospect i„ India

■ Chandra & p. Joshi.

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL
imperatives for rural

development.
Gitimoni Deka

Lecturer & Head. Department of Chemistry

Rural development,as a result of
the direction given under the pioneering
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi.is a
priority sector to NationalDevelopment.Almost 80® of t

rgrrrHee. the ^^-ms
encountered in the process of rural
""'^T^'development is a strategy
.  . H improve the socio-cononucdesigned to impr people-thelife of a spectfto ^oup^°f P
rural poor. ,he field of
employment,- P and

hfn the scientific temper in theinculcanng th
minds of the ru E tremendoustechnolgy can b""8 J""''''"^me'mrfdevLpment programme

The rurai ^ national level

" r'vrf Snce and technolgy. This setPfiSicy will determine the appropriateIthods and thechnologie^

be devised and adopted to suit the socio
economic environment of any part of the
Country. Thus the experience of
appropriate policy differ from Country to
Country and even within the different
parts of the Country. Again this policy
should undergo necessary changes with
the change of the social dynamics from
time to time.

The scientific community has
another vital responsibility to motivate
the people with scientific way of life.
Generally, the people in rural India can
not analyze the things scientifically. They
do not have the scientific temper. It is
the scientific community who can
inculcate scientific temper in the minds
of the rural people. Untill and unless
such a mental framework is there, the
new discoveries and innovations have no
meanimg for them. The rural Indian life
is full of religious orthodoxy, superstitious
beliefs for which we are not ready to
accept the new discoveries and inventions
however beneficial it may be for a better
life of thus. Thus the role of science and
technology in this direction in india rural
sets is most imperative.



Rural Indian economy is mainly seriously. Providing easily available pure
dependent on agriculture and allied and safe drinking water, nutritional value
activities. Agricultural activities include of food, population control measures etc.
production of crops, rearing of animals, are worth mentioning. With a very small
fishery, poultry, piggery farming etc. effort, both govt and non govt organization
With the application of scientific and can systematically organized' the rural
technical knowledge, a lot of community to deliver the message of
improvement can be brought about. High health and sanitation. The scientific
productivity demands increasing community can suggest measures to the
efficiency through development of skills, state authority to build up environmental
For rural Indian farmers an intermediate friendly to move arrangement fnr rhenn
Standard of technlogy should be devised residential
which is comparatively cheap and can be
used by labour with not much of technical
know-how.

In the field of animal husbandry

artifial insemination, developed feed,
health care etc. are the different fields

proper
accomodation with

health and sanitation system.
Communication is another field

siiaTr technologist have to
ouf V 11 Majority ofour villages are
oi^^f • have regularelectncity and telepho r •

of scientific inputs for maximization of can be provided sol
return. In the process of animal husbandry gobar gas nlant Power system or
one important point is, it always can be awakened ̂  villagers
emphasize in the development of dairy of road link and th importance
science but for ploughing and other of "Panchayati R " assistance
related operations and rural transport motivated to con "^htution", can be
draught animals are also equally essential thier resnectiv^^ ^ roads in

network. telephonic

scientific °f education,
low cost kit fn develop some
"^ed in rura^^*" Purpose for
important here isT^'"
people tn K motivate the village

a better life particular to have

in rural india.

Indian farmers are highly dependent

on rainwater for their agricultural
activities and it is a major couse of low
production . The "Pani Panchayat" or
"water users association- a co-operative

system institution formed for the purpose
of water distribution among different
categories of farmers can solve this
problem to a large extent. Tl

For rural people question of health dime f^^ ^'Hage industry is another
and sanitation i^al^to be considered in by ptitting scientifi'^

i^i'lologicai efforts the na^

resources found abundantly in rural India
can be utilized for national prosperity.
Today there is no dearth of funds or raw
materials for industry in rural areas, the
only constrain being technological know-
how. The new industrial strategy should
be split up into various components and
the component requiring simple skill
should be selected for rural areas. This

will provide employment to rural artisans
without much technical know-how.

In fine rural development should be
strengthened through the help of science
and technology. Rural life needs to be
affected by the lastest developments so
that rural upliftment becomes a reality in
the millennium.

, jii
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"Human Resource Development in KE.with Special
reference to the development of Rural people"

[1]
Human resources of an area

Positively and definitely effects its
economic growth. It is because man
power provides human labour essentially
needed for economic development and
growth. Economist A.C. pigoue said once
"Human beings are ends in themselves
and factors of production as well".
According to Karl Marx, without human
beings capital & mechineries are useless.
By giving the labour theory of value he
said profit of a commodity is linked with
the amount of human labour put in it.
Adamsmith thinks that it is increasing
population Which facilitate the division
of labour and ensure economic growth.
Dr. Simon Kuznet viewed human beings
are not merely source of Biological

Reproduction but source of knowledge.
Kuznet stressed with Adamsmith that
increase of human beings help in new
inventions, dignity and knowledge when
they are provided with educational
facilities. It is they who help in increasing
production, consumption and savings.
Alvin Hansen, another Keynesian
Economist severely criticised Malthus
and Ricardo and opined that it is only

Lect. Bhaben Ch. Lahkar

decreasing human being that may create
the problem of falling effective demand.
Pointing to the days of Industrial
revolution and happening regarding man
and percapita income B.Higgins supported
Hansen. D.H. Handerson viewed that
decrease in population result in shortage
of right type of people for right jobs and
thus whole process of progress and
development will considerably slow down.
Mydal in his "Population- A problem for
Democracy has raised a concern over
decrease in population".

[2]
The development of human

resources constitute a central objective of
all development efforts. Hence, in recent
yrs philosophy has come up that for all
types of development human resources
should first be developed. Human
development means the "process of
acquiring and increasing the number of
persons who have the skills, education
and experience which are critical for the
economic and the political development
of a country. Human resource development
is associated with invest in man and his

development as a creative and productive

resources". According to Schultz, there economist like Adamsmith and Veblen
are five ways of developing human stressed the importance of investment in
resources.(i) Health facilities and services human beings. According to Veblen,

i.e., all expenditure that affect the life "Technological knowledge and skills
expectancy, strength and stamina, and formed the community s immaterial

equipment or intangible assets" without
which physical capital could not be
utilised productively. Economists are,
therefore, of the view that it is the lack

of investment in human capital that has
been responsible for the slow growth of

strength and stamina, and
the vigour and vitality of the people, (ii)
on-the-job training (iii) formally organised
education at the elementary, secondary
and higher levels (iv) study programmes
for adults that are not organised by firms,
including extension programmes notably , , , .ir. agriculture (V) migration of individuals under developed countnes.
and families to adjust to changing job . . r. r
opportunities. To L list may be added There ts w.de aggrement that for

human resource development education

is primary input, it is the mover of all
kinds of development. Like India Assam
/ NE is a village economy. The relative
increase of village and urban people of
li.dia in 1991 was 74.3% and 25.7%

the import of technical assistance,
expertise and consultants.

The growth of tangible capital stoc
depends to a considerable extent on the
human resource development which J
the "process of increasing o . accordingly. The all India literacy rate is
the skill and the capaci les 52.21 and Rural and urban literacy in
of the country. Undoubte y, is 36.4% and 61.8% according to
significant way of ^j^^^tion. 1991. So far average literacy rate of NER
development is through t e is concern, it is almost equal with National
Economist like jjj.gjjnovitz, average according to 71,81,& 91 census.
Dension, Kendrick, Moses region is economically backward
Becker, Mary Bowman than many other states of India. The state,
others have shown m factors Kerala is also advance in literacy rate and
studies that one of the impo education among all other
responsible for the repid ® itively states of India. But high development ofAmerican economy has been higher education in this state also has not
increasing oullayx an «
Galbraith has written,
larger part of our ̂ ndus^
from more capital mv jj^pj-Qvements
■Jnvestment in men an Earlier
brought about byW° ^

been reflected in its economic
development. According to 1991 cencus
the rural and urban literacy is
49.32%&79.39%. In the state Kerala it
is 88.92% & 92.25%.



North East Region has 7.8% of declining at a high rate. In the front of
rT^r\nrrQr*Viir*Ql Qr/> o i i itechnical educatitotal Geographical are a of India and

3.8% of total population of India. This
is a region full of Natural resources like
forest mineral & water. Yet the region
is economically poor back-ward and
agricultural is the principal sector of
productiorf. The density of population of
Assam is 267 per sq kilometre according
to 1991 census with surprising decadel
growth rate of population specially during
1961 to 1971.

In NER, so far 133 primary School
per lac population is available as against
only 68 at National level. In case of
college level scenario is lower than
National level even Nagaland and
Mizoram having no university. To-day
the most urgent institutions are technical
institution & education. The only
outstanding addition here is only one IIT
recently.

The infrastructral facilities of
education for human resource
development in NER are available in
general education. All most all the central
Govt's programmes are working in this

on, more critical
knowledges have been invited than
traditional one. This has posed a serious
problem for NER where such critical

knowledges are quite lack of.
Again human resource development

not only depend upon investment in man
through education but also on some other
schemes like primary health care, control
of communicable diseases, Medical
infrastmcture, family welfare programmes,
women and child development, welfare
of weaker sections. Housing, sanitation,
pure drinking water etc; which have
special bearing in rural life of rural
people. In NER the percapita income is
Low, for higher productivity higher should
be the investment in this sectors/schemes.
But in our region it is not satisfactory.

Here in our regions, the ethnic
composition of population is diverse. So
far studies are available, they have shown
that village ridden different Tribes, classes
still have miles to go for proper
development. Taking the present case of

-  - o — ""v' ST&SC people whose number is
gion. The universalization elementary considerable in NER-the Hill Tribes,

education Plain tribes - the Boro speaking people,
tu . • the vocational the Rabha, the Koch Rajbanshi- all areSt m school education, the Navodaya disssatisfied with their own level of
Vidyalayas, higher educational Schemes development even after the provisionsa ^e wor ng m NER. But a serious enshrained in the constitution of free
contradiction has ansen. The number of India specially meant for them. Probably
pnera graduates & Post-graduates are the various Acts/schemes are not working
increasing at a fast rate while the in true & full spirit for which we have
employment avenues for them are also the gap of development of General and

SC/ST other groups of people living in
NER.

In the content of Physical capital
availability the NER is poor when
compared at the National level. This has
definitely the bearing in the life of NER
people. NER has only 2,500 km of
railway that come to about 4% of the
countries total. About 80% of the railway
are single track and 95% of the railway
of this region are in Assam. The average
percentage of electrified village in India
was 76.28% in 1987-88 whereas in NER
it was 48.39% and in 1988-89 the Indian
average was 79.44% and NER it was
58.6% which was much below the
National level. _ .

The general characteristics o
village Economy of India like under
utilisation of land, Low productivity o
Land, Abundant man-power ^sources
low mobilily, '^Labour
Investment opportunitie , , .
and capital productivity ^present in the villages of Yet
some changes have been e ec
village life of India. Punng th
References :

■  India by I.e. Dhingra.
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(3) Economic Survey^
(4) Economics oi pg^gjopment and planning by M. L. Jhingan.
(5) The Economics o (Eleventh edition)

and half decades of Economic planning
whose major thrust has been on rural
reconstruction, the Indian rural economic

scene has undergone sizeable
transformation which is true in case of

NER also. But the ground realities are
these till to-day the village life is poverty
ridden, high illiteracy with school drop
outs, high percentage of people below the
poverty line and vast volume of
unemployment and increasing pressure
on limited agricultural land. The
traditional agriculture and small & cottage
industries has no capacity to bear this
growing rural people of village. This has
contributed largely in the distabilization
and instability of grouth & development
specially in the NER.

Finally, it may be concluded that
through the development of human
resources all kinds of development can
be effected to the maximum extent. But

the development of villagers of NER is
confronted with large number of problems
so far component of village development
are concerned. Special drive or thrust, or
Big push are needed to bring it on the
National level. ❖
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