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A MORNING SONG OF MY VILLAGE

Prof. M. O. Ghani
Dept. of Arabic
Piayer is better than sleeps,
The Muajjin uttered through his lips.
Sayeed with all his brothers,
Opened half-shut eyes to arise,

Ramen had a bullock lost yesterday,

His headache is to get it .ow,

Ab; he becomes rather hopeless,

As he has not seen him in the cow-shed.

Abdul, a fisherraan has already reached,
His destination the nearby ‘Kuhma’,

In the earliest morning hour,

He always Catches up fish there,

At home, a mother calls her g
And Jonaki listens to her,
And she goes to the river,

aughter,

To bring a jar of water from there

Raju. Runu, Rehena are in rygh,
They are primary boys and girls,
‘Where is the powder, 2 O, Mother
Let us go to the class, they brothe,r_

The morning hours of m

; Yy village,
Provides me a sweet song Perhapy
And if T a bit minutely observe ,

The grace of Heavep drizz]es

N. B. Kuhmais

e ——
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THE NEG-VAISHNAVITE MOVEMENT
AND

SANKARDEVA

THE fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries are a period of transition
in the cultural history of the

Indians. The people of India had

, ,
experienced a new progressive ‘Spj
rit alien to the medieval mind.

In this P
Jife and rovel outlook on the world

were gaining ground throughout
the whole world. Everywhere a
distinct revolt towards the age-cld
as clearly perceptible. In
n world the revelt was
he libcration of the hu-

mind from the bondage of
man' restrictions. Duwing the
et Europe, man’s
deocentric and

ari>d new attitudes to

values W
the wester
aimed at 1

relig J
medieval age 1o

attitude t0 I WE;‘S the renaissance
A ot O
with the adve

Prof . Bhabendra Nath Deka
Deptt. of English

it was becoming more and more
anthropocentric. The social refor-
mers, artists and thinkers were
striving to liberate the fettered and
suppressed spirit of man from the
prison house of superstitions. This
through
the works of art and literature of

revolt  expressed  itself

the renaissance. In India, on the
other hand. this wide spread revolt
was aimed at religious reformation.
This movement was piloted by the
Vaishnava saints with a crusader’s
zeal.

The Vaishnava saints tried to
rationalize man’s spiritual ideas.
They preached the cult of ‘bhaktj’
and reawakened man’s religious
conscience against the blind bigo-
try and superstitions beliefs of the

ge Magazire/3




‘Bratmanical religion of most in-
flexible type. The guiding spirit
of this religious movement was
that *Moksha’ (Salvation) can be
attained through devotion and
prayer rather than through sacri-
fice. The attainment of this end
through the worship of Vishou

was aimed at by the Vaishnava

saints like Ramanuja, Ramananda,
Ballavacharyya, Saitanya, Sankar-
deva, Kabir and others. Though
they differ from each other in
certain points, all were alike in
the essentials of the concept of
God and the world. Vishnu was,
according to them, the Supreme
God, so the religious preached by
them was called Vaishnavism. It
will not be out of place here to
note that the worship of Vishnu
was prevalent in India long before
the Vaishnava saints came into
existence.
of the age-old Vaishnavism in the
Diavidian element and some even

Some trace the origin

ascribe its origin to the stone age.
In any case, the worship of Vishnu
ijs as old as the Rig Veda, where
he is known as one of the adityas.

=S e—a————

But during that age Vishnu was
not regarded as the Supreme-God
and he was worshipped as one of
the deities. Vaishnavism as a reli-
gious creed is not found until the

age of the Mahabharata. D1. P.°

C. Choudhury rightly says, “There
is, in jact. little connection between
the cult of Vishnu of the Vedas
and the bhakti cult or what may
be called the sectarian Vaishnavism
of the later times.” The neo-Vai-
shnavism was a much developed
and purified form of the cult of
Vishnu of the dark ages.

Hinduism or the ‘Aryya-sana-

tana-dharma’ is greatly 5 flexible .

Tellgl?n, as history proves and exhi-
Lits it. It absorbeq many of the
LR by

on-Aryan deitieg and traditional

nstituj
i1stitutions Prevalent amongst the

Primitive mep. The indigenons
;t}:eam of primitjye religious thou~
: and it become a reli-
gion of CTOSS-Currentg and cross-
Purposes. In the Middle Ages innu-

merable gods
and d
countless ¢qgq), goddesses an
o

: : institutions came
Into CXistence 4

S a result of the

Rangia College Magazine/4

mixture of the ideas of the
Vcdaé, Upanisadas, Puranas ard
the religious scriptures of the
Buddhists and Jainas. In such
a tangled chaos and disorder of
l-e rcligous atmosphere. naturally
thinkers of India were
much worried. It was then - the
Vaishnava saints preached the ideal
of one Supreme God or Brahma
who is the cause of all
subsidiary gods and goddesses. Thus
they liberated the ryya-Sanatana-

dharma from the false beliefs and
. stitutions. They held

| ritualism devcid

inter

the great

expensive ir
that mere externa i o
of propet internal religions spirit
js not @ religion but a fraud, T%ﬂ.e
rites and rituals are mostly sccial
and belong to the exter-
nal Ww¢ rld ; but the realisation o.f
God and the achievement of Muktl

Muksha is an object of 1nfer-
i L].ld The Vaishnava saints
nal worlc:

removed the 1m

ds an
merable &°
stablished the supremady
e

o above all.
premilri;go 3 Othe Brahman

S

institutions

portance of innu-
@ goddesses and

of one
ic religi-
m was

ons ;
Rangia

other -

most popular, prominent and wide-
spread. Towards the end of the
eighth century A. C. Sankaracha-
ryya reformed this sectarian reli-
gion and made it more underst-
andable by the
Sankaracharyya was born in 739
A.D. in Kaladi in Kerela and
died in -820 A. D. He was the
founder of the Adwaita system of
philosophy. He beld that Siva is
the Supreme God and is known
as Adideva (the first God) or
Mahadeva ( the great God ). Acco-
rding to him Brahma alone is real,

common man.

the world 1s unreal ( Brahma satya,
jagat mitthya ). He is known as
the propounder of abstract monism
Sankaracharyya is the first bold
thinker in the spiritual history of
India. At about this time the
neo-Vaishnavite movement was gai-
nirg ground to break out in con-
flagration. The great Ramanuja
(1073-1137 A. D.) started the move-
ment first in Tamilnadu in the
twelfth century. The worshippers
of Vishnu are known as Vaishna-
vas and Ramanuja is one of them.
He revolted against the abstract

Ccllege Magazine/5




monism of Sankaracharyya and

held that both atma ( soul)
(the great

are real. The relationship between
them is like that of a servant and
a master. The monotheism propo-
unded by him is known as quali-
fied monism. He held that through
the devotion and prayers of Vishnu
sans external rituals all can achieve

and

paramatma soul )

their desired end.

In the fourteenth
Ramananda ( b-1356 ), a disciple of
Ramanuja, established a neo-Vai-

century,

shnava sect in Banaras. In early

part of his life, he was a stern
devotee of Ramanuja, but in his
latter life he came apart
from the sect established by his
Guru. There is a fine story behind
it. Ramananda went on a pilgri-
mage throughout the different
shrines of India. In course of his
pilgrimage he could not observe
some of the austere religions rules,

So he was not allowed to enter
into a Vaishnava temple by its

principal priest. So Ramananda
himself  established a new

Vaishnava sect keeping the funda-
mental concepts of Vaishnavism

intact, he tried to demo-

cratise this sectarion religion and
included people of all castes and
creeds into his religion. All were
given the place of importance and
treated equally.

Another Vaishnava sect came
into existence in the fifteenth cen-
tury under the guidance of Balla-
vacharyya. His views almost corr-
espond to those of Ramanuja. But
he removed the austerities suppor-
ted by Ramanuja. He was a lover
of pleasure and happiness. Accor-
ding to him, there i no meaning
in giving pains to the body or
the individual soul, a5 jt is a part
of the Abstract Being.

All these Vaishnava saints were
great  scholarg, They were well-
versed in the Vedas, Upanisadas
and Puranyg, But some Vaishnava

saints like Kabir Were not as great
scholars gg ot

Vishnu and His
Rama and Krishna
are only objects of Worship. Image-
al sacrifice are
The
San-

incarnationg

IS

kardeva, Madhabdeva, Chaitanya-
deva, Kabir and others preached
the doctrine of bhakti and tride
io enlighten man’s mind bringing
into it a rationalistic religious out
look.

Sankardeva (1449—1569 A.D.)
was born at a critical junct.ure
of social and religious degeneration

of the people of Assam. This

was a time when the religious world

of Assam Was covered by a ccm-
plete gloom of witcheraft and sorcer‘y
All sorts of abominable LoLIos
welLe committed in the name cf

Jigion. Extreme forms of Saktaism
re :

and Tantrikism were in practice,
Under the uncongeneal influence
of the priests of Saktaism', Tant-
rikism and decadent Buddhism, the
people of Assam Were moral.ly an;l
- tellectually degraded. Maglc. Efn

L y Were elevated to religion

ief in bigotry 1o
..d belief 10
andiitel m. Both these Sak-

iki con-
i and Tantrikism are a ;
A f the fertility cult ©

o pTheNprmIUEEEs

he procrealive aspect
atter stage

sorcer

religious maxl

tribution  ©
primitive me

Rang

took the form of sex-worship. The
worship of the phallus was pre-
among the Austro-Asiatic
and Alpine tribles of Assam, as
it is proved by the Kalikapurana.
These animistic beliefs entered into
But the
linga and yoni were now made

valent

the Brahmanic religions.

symbols of procreation — Siva, its
male aspect and Pravati, its female
aspect.  Parvati was known as
Mother Goddess and the worshi-
ppers of this Goddess were known
as saktar. Toterism and fetichism
on the other hand, were the main
aspects of Tantrikism. Both these
religions are, however, the religions

of blood and sacrifice. Moreover,
during the middle of the fifteenth
century, all sorts of corruptions
crept into it and ignorance and
superstition reigned supreme in the

religions world. Even mentions

are made in the Kalikapurana

about the human sacrifice
in  the temples of Kamakhya
and Copper Temple ( Tamreswari
Mandir ) of Sadiya. Sankardeva
had seen all these horrors and
was determined to reform the
vitiated religious atmosphere of
Assam by bringing into man’s mind

ia College Magazine/7




the light of knowledge and sho-
wers of inspiration.

Sankardeva went on a pilgri-
mage to the different Vaishnava
shrines of India in 1483 and came
back in 1495. This was his first
pilgrimage and during this period
he devoted himself quite strenuou-
sly to the inteilectual aciivi.ies.
Returning to Assam, he started
here the Neo-Vaishnavite move-
ment with a Promecthean zeal. He
revolutionised the whole internal
world of man and brought ‘sweet-
ness and light’ into it. He preached
the ekasarana ( devotion to one
God ) nama dharma among men.
He brought the doctrine of Ekasa-
rana from the Gita and the cult
of bhakti from the Bhagabat
Purana, and preached among men
these maxims in easy and simple
language. Selfless devotion to God
is the way of fulfilment of one’s
But it is not so easy
a process as it looks. But the
Mahapurusa revealed to hisfollo-
wers the path of its pursuit. He
said, “Sing the name of Rama

and install his Image at heart,

volitions.

then you will get salvation.” The
sactified and immaculate mind is
the proper temple of the worship
of God-not the imposing monu-
The elements
of the worship of God are not
head-hunting, blood and sacrifice,
but self purification and selfless
devotion or niskama bhakti. Thus
Sankardeva established the truth
that religion is the inmost consti-
tution of a thing—the law of its
inner being. His creed js knowi
as Mahapurusia dharma or the

religion pertaining to the Great
Soul.

mental structures.

There is a happy blend of
catholicity and wide democratic
principles in the Vaishnavism pro-
pounded by Sankardeva. Like
Ramananda, he phelq that all the
people are equal and all are part
of One Divine Being. This is why
there is no difference between castes
and creeds in hjg religion. Amon&
kis diSCipIES, there were INagass
Baros, Bhutjgs, Miris, Khasis and
Muslims  gyer and above Iarg®
mass of Hingyg. His concept of
God and tpe world is akin to that

Rangia College Magazine/g
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of Adi Sankaracharyya. Sankardeva
held that Ged is both transcendent
God alone is real

and immanent. .
and the world is unreal and illu-
sory. Devotion to God with an
undivided mind is the orly way

leading to the realisation of God

the attainment of Mukti. He

and

i

b “0 my Lord, prostrate at They
feet, I lay myself down, And

with a contrite heart beseech

Thee tO save my soul, My soul

.. in the point of perishing thr-
is

i Of the veno-
ough the pOlSOIl,

us serpent of worldly things,
ar th all is transitory

this ear
i On what shall

and uncertain,

lace reliance? :
1y Dr. B.K. Kakati)

Translated by :
; believed in the

Sankardeva

supremacy of One God who is
known as Vishnu, Krishna or Na-
rayana. In the worship of this
supreme God with one’s soul and
spirit. all other subsidiary gods
and goddesses become satisfied, as
the leaves and branches get water
when it is poored in the roots
The establishment of
this sanatana satya ( eternal truth )
iIs the greatest contribution of the
great Sankardeva to the all emb-
racing neo-Vaishnavite movement.
Sankardeva  established
satra institutions

of a tree.

several
in Assam and
Kochbehar and preached this eka-
sarana nama dharma among all
sections of people and brought to

their minds the flood of heavenly
lig ht.
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Miscellaneous Quiz

Who was the inventor of basketball ¢
Why was ‘Monalisa’ recently in news ¢

What is the rate of interest that the world
Bank charges for its loans to developing
countries ?

Whe did get the award for best direction
in the 33rd International Film Festival at
Geneva ?

Waich part of the human body controls
the temperature 2

‘A man coming down on a Iift drops a ball
from his hand’. The ball will—

ta) Fall down.

(b) Go up slightly before falling,
(€) Oscillates up ang down.

T
3.

10.

Who formed ‘Ghadar party’ in India ?
If the speaker of the lowey House wants to

resign , t0 whom he
: should S i ;
resignation » ubmit his

to Mathematicg and dey
—Who wrote thig ?

Name the first Indian
Service »

eloping the subject”
I Indian civil

For answer OVer 10 page No 2
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THE UPANISHADS :
A REVALUATION

There are four distinct stages

i the evolution of Vedic thoughts
i

. [ndia. The Upanishads repre-
mnt the fourth and final stage in
e -

:his evolution following the Sam-

hitas, 1he Brahmanas and the
1 ]

Aranyakas. .
the minds of enlig .
women in the earlier ages of Ve.dxc
teraturc and were expressed with-
il system reached a culmi-
out. anypoint in the age of the
natlnf?’ hads. sulniLEES age man’s
UL eoarding the phenomenal
r aGod find the Jast an-
Upanishadic literatur‘e
upani-

htened men and

Hence these
il e Some the Isa, the

The ideas that occupied

Umesh Ch. Goswami
Dept. of English

Chandogya, the Brihad Aranyaka,
the Kathopnishad, the Kena, the
Mundaka, the Mandukya,the prasna
and the Taittiriy a Occupy a very
important place in the history of
literature and philosophy of India.
The over all tone of the Upanis-
hads is one of philosophy not that
of literature. Hence the vedic
scholars have regarded the upani-
shads as works of philosophy. They
are not inclined to include these
books of profound thoughts and
speculations  in the literature
of the post vedic age which was
primarily concerned with religion
in its external forms. Unlike the

Brahmanas the upanishads are not
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directly concerned with religion in
its conventional sense; they are
secular in outlook and their appeal
is universal and abiding.

The philosophy of the upa-
nishads is commonly known as
Vedanta philosophy. This philoso-
phy has brought to end all the
controversies of the earlier ages
regarding God and Nature. The
Vecanta philosophy declars boldly
that God is One and indivisible.
He pervades the universe. In other
words, the universe is the mani-
festation of God himself, The
vedanta philosophy has been accep-
ted as the most popular and scien-
tifically aprroved philosophy in
the modern age. The core of this
philosophy is the following God
is one. He is infinite. The diff-
erent objects of the world are
only parts of god. & w7 Iy
‘Tm God is Brahma. He is the

supreme spirit, the conscious One, .

the paramatma. Different kinds of
animals are the manifestations of
the Jivatma which again, are sparks
of that divine spirit,the paramatma.
g The paramatma is the mover of the

universe. In this universe only God
(paramatmu)is conscious. Others are
unconscious. “3m ImIwR Goe” —

This world is full of Brahma- the

supreme spirit.

The philesophy of the upa-
nishads, i, e, the Vedanta philoso-
phy has caught the attention of
mankind by its universality and
modernity.  Scientists also hold
that the basic constituents of all
elements are the same the atom.
The upanishadic secrs were not
far removed from the modern
conception. When they declared
that this universe wag full of Brahma.

Civilisation g based on
g caRvalueSIIIWE Shave (ito pay
values for yp keep of kindness,
greattulness  equality of ap creat-
ures, devotiop to truth and novio-
le.nce ®1¢- The core of the upa-
nishadic teaching embraces all these

and therefore, the upanishads have
transcened

and
of ¢

the barriers of time
sPace’ in winning the hearts

ountless mep and women all

over the World, 1f 4 man looks

u
t-pon :Very “feature as a manifesta-
ion o 4

God he iy never proceed
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to injure or kill it, —however in-
significant it miy be. To such a
man all the people of the world
are his brothers and sisters, (35043
Fp¥34) his kinsmen, irrespective
of their differences in faith and
nationality. Here in lies the cos-
mopoliton outlook of the upanish-
adic philosophers. In the upanishads

the multiplicity of gods of the Vedas
- has been replaced by one #zaI=m

who is the soul cause of the visible

"~ universe. © In tle vedas we find

different forms of pujas and sacri-
fices to please the different gods
and goddesses in addition to diff-
erent invocations for obtaning their
favour. In the ages of the Vedas
and the Brahmanas the external
fcrms of religious ceremonies kept
the common people busy, while
the actual purpose of religion ie,
devotion to God was relegated
sometimes to a place of secondary
importance. The upanishads dis-
card all the external paraphernélias
and rituals. In stead of these
the upanishadic rhisis laid emph-
asis on concentration in God thro-
ugh devotion. Thus we see that

in the age of the upanishads all
the Vedic gods and goddesses mer-
ged into One God through Advaita
philosophy of course this is not
an entirely new trend in the his-
tory of religion and philosophy of
India.

The idea that God 1is one
germinated in the mind of the
vedic seers who declared @3 e,
faai: 3341; awfy that is, God is one
and the wise call him by different
names. perhaps such utterances
remained too feeble in the din and
bustle of Jagnas and other rituals
of the Vedic and the Brahmanic
ages. It is only inthe age of the
upanishads that the idea of one-
ness of God atiracted the attention
of the people. In this sense the
age of upanishad may be called a
period of transition in the history
of Vedic religion and philosophy.
This age may also be called the
golden age of the civilisation of
India because it has enlightened
mankind with a new realisation that
God must be found within through

contemplation and devotion. He
(God) cannot be attained through

Rangia College Magazine/13




any external agency. Indian civi-
lisation must have covered a long
Cistance to reach this stage of
maturity and wisdom.

The philosophy of the upani-
shads is a product of an age of
the spirit. There has always been

an inverse ratio between matter
and the spirit. As the one rises

in the scale the other falls and
Vice Versa. The long history of
human civilisation tells us that
whenever there is an extra ordi-
nary development in the material
sphere there is a correspondihg
decline in morality of the socisty.
Consequently the human spirit
remains dormant during that per-
iod. The seers of the upanishads

laid overwhelming emphasis on
the progress of the spirit. Man
is a dual being. He is half animal
and half-God. When the animal
qualities become the guiding force
of a man he sinks into the level
of beasts. On the other hand,
when the godly qualities get upper
hand man is raised to the status
of God. The lives of Lord Kri-
shna, Ramchandra, Jesus Christ,

Mohammad and Buddha in the
foggy past besides those of num-
€rous sages, preachers and men of
different spheres of human services
in the historical period like Maha-
tma Gandhi, Sri Chaitanya, Ram
Krishna Paramhansa, Vivekananda,
Sankardev are the glaring examples
of this divine progression of men.
The aim of all upanishadie philo-
sophers was to awaken the divine
spirit in men and raise them to g
higher level. In this mission they
succeeded enarmously.

Let us now consider how the
educational system of the post
vedic age has been reflected in
the upanishads. At the outset we
must remember the fact that the
teachings of the uparnishads were
imparted to students by teachers
in different times and on different
occasions. The warld ‘Upanishad’
means ‘to sit near and listen.’
The knowledge of the upanishads
was the result oral transmission
of lessons from men of Superior
knowledge to young learners. Some-
times these lessons were given by
a father to his son as in the
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case of Svetaketu in Chhandogya
upanishad. In this upanishad Udd-
alaka Aruni instructed his son
Svetaketu regarding Brahma taking
ordinary things of life like seeds
of a banyon tree and salt diss-
olved in water. Salt dissolved in
water cannot be seen with eyes,

" but the existence of salt can be

felt when the water is tasted.
Similarly Brahma cannot be seen
but he can be realised through
close study of the phenomenal
world and through conteraplation
“ega{7 cdetars!’”’ ‘O Svetaketu thou
art That (Brahma)’ —was the lesson
imparted by the father to his
young son. In the Kathopanishad,
it is yoma who assumed the role
of a teacher in instructing Nachi-
ketas regarding the way to acquire
knowledge. In other cases sage
Yajnavalkya, King Janaka, Sage
Gautam, Pravahana Jaivali ( King
of Panchals) and similar others
are found to be teaching. In the
Geeta it is Lord Krishna who has
undertaken to teach Arjuna in the
middle of the battlefield of Kuru-
kshetra. Here Krishna like a sin-

cere teacher instructs Arjuna reg-
arding his duty as a Kshatriya
and Warrior in the most critical
period of his lief, This conver-
sation which is in the form of a
dramatic dialogue unfolds the entire
range of Vedic philosophy in a
lucid and concise manner. It may
be assumed that the Geeta was
written towards the last part of
the age of upanishad ( which is
also called the age wisdom ) and
hence it contains the sum and sub-
stance of the earlier books. In other
words, the Geeta contains the
cream of vedanta philosophy in
its seven hundred slokas. Lord
krishna is the greatest teacher
of mankind since He gives us the
guideline to follow in critical
times when our individual choice
may betray us.

The excellence of any system
of education is determined by the
type of men and women it produces.
It appears that the teachers of the
age of the upanishad devoted their
attention to building of character
in the young generation. Educa-
tion is the developement of a
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balanced personality in man. Any
educational system must take into
account all the three (i, e, physi-
cal, mental and spiritual aspects
of life. Balanced development of
personality in a man was the sole
aim of education in those far off
days of Indian’s civilisation. The
standard of any culture is measu-
red in terms of its contribution
to humanity and its civilisation as
a whole. That India made trem-
endous progress in different spheres
of activities was due her sound
educational This system
also produced a sizeable number

and women who were

system.

of men
models for subsequent generations
of the country.

Now let us cosider some dis-
tinctive features of the educational
in India in the
In those cays
there were not goverment-patro-
nised Schools and Colleges. Illit-
eracy, ignorance and superstition
were the prevailing orders of the
Only here and there a few

of learning were located

system prevalent
age of upanishads.

time.

centres

in the ashramas of some hermits.

But these were situated far away
from human habitation; someti-
in the midst of forests or

The serne

mes
beside the sacred rivers.
beauty of nature as well as soli-
tude were the main factors behind
the
establishment of hermitages by the
sages who wanted to enhance their

selection of such spots for

spiritual progress undisturbed by
the din and rustle of the busy
world. Here young boys were sent
by the guardiens to be initiated and

the hermit turned

educated by
teachers. As soon as a boy was
accepted as a student after proper
scrutiny of all his relevant aspects
of the
family of his teacher. There he
had to receive regular instruction

in Vedas and
long period

he became a member

teacher
for a

from his
other sastras
c f life which varied from ten to eigh-
teen years. During this period of
study the students performed some
domestic duties like tending cows,
collecting fuel from the jungles,
cleaning the the
Thus basic education through

campus and
like.

physical labour was imparted simu-
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Itaneously with scriptural knowledge
in the forest schools of the hermits.
In addition, every student had to go
to villages for begging alms for him-

self and his teacher. Begging was
not considered to be a despicable
job for *students (popularly known
as Brahmacharis) in those far off
days. This had a psychological

_ effect also. Even students of royal

families used to beg alms cheerfully
in a sense of duty while
living in the house of a teacher
as Brahmacharis. Any sense of
stperiority or egatism' that might
have crept in the minds of young

and

learners was removed by this pro-
_ cess of compulsory begging. But

begging was limited to one family
per student for a day. What ever
food materisl was obtained as a
result of begging belonged to the
teacher as a rule and was handed
The student got a
share of the alms given to him
by his teacher. Humility which

is a part of education was culii-

vated in the process of begging.
Ovur old system of education was
based on different phases. one phase
leading to another ‘fai wwif® fesize,
fraute Fife AlEm. AlEgie gwaaife,
gale 48 SSIEAa’—so goes the say-
ing. Daily life of a student in
the ashrama was full of activities
of different kinds. Thus a stud-
ent got opportunity to develop a

sense of responsibility in the fer-
mative period of life. On the
completion of study a student was
given a holy bath. From now
onwards he was given the litle of
Snataka (Fre®) which is equivalent
to the ‘Bachelor’ degree of
the modern age. The parting cer-
emony from the ashrama was popu-
larly known as Samavartana (F1g4)
On this occasion the teacher delive-
red his final advice to his disciples.
Among other things he advised them
to be ideal house holders and respo-
nsible members of the society.
=ity farel g,
eFrRl €3, Afef (Il =3,

el €3, el ©a’
The above are some of the instruct-
ions given by the teacher to his stu-
dents in the parting ceremony. The
meaning of the above instructions
are--‘Be always devoted to the study
of the vedas, regard your teacher as
a god, regard a guest as a god, rega-
rd your father as a god, regard your

1other as a god”. Similar other ins-
tructions from the guru exerted a
tremendous influence in the minds of
young learners who were now on the
thiosh hold of a new stage of life as
house holders. This is, in brief, the
pictur: of the educational system th-
at prevailed in the Post Vedic India
and this has been partly reflecied in
the uparishads as a whole.

One of the special features of
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post vedic system of education was

that there was a very close touch be-
tween the teacher and the student.
Since the formative period of a stu-
dent’s life was passed under the clo-
sest surveillance of the teacher his
mind remained pure and unconta-
minated by external factors, social
or political, A ‘father and son relat-
ion grew up between the teacher and
taught. The teacher was a venerable
person in the society. There fre,
every student wanted to imitate the
noble qualities of the teacher in his
life. His attitude to his teacher was

based on utmost cordiality and

respect (=) for him. It wag
respect for teacher which was
a very essential part of €ducation, in
those days. ‘“‘aimi 317 ere e —
says Lord Krishna to Arjuna in
the Geeta. No Student can enter the
realm of knowledge unless he con-
quers the heart of his teacher by his
sincerity and devotion for him, A
Student has to surrender himself
at the feet of hjs teacher to get
the core of knowledge, according
to the upanishad, Even Arjuna had
surrenderred to his friend and tea-
cher, Lord Krishna to llumine and
guide him in the right path, He said
“fatEnEE = Wiy g1 gt AT’ ~ ‘T am
thy disciple instruct me Properly—
was' the appeal of the greatest warr-
ior of the Pandavas in 3 Very critical

time of life when he could not disti-
nguish between ‘duty’ and ‘nonduty’.
Another aspect dealt with in the pro-

- cess of learning is austerity on the

part of a learner. A student must
not indulge in the satisfaction of
senses even for a brief period during
his student life. Sense indulgence
destroys the equanimity and conce-
ntration of the mind ‘of a young man.
It is a bar in the path of acquiring
knowledge. - -Hence Krishna, in the
SAIME Verse says “ee9q; marefgy’—
the next person to acquire 1rue kno-
Wledge in one who has controlled
his senses”. The same lesson has
been given to Nachiketa by yama in
Kothopanishada when he compared
the senses to obstinate horses, So -
we find that the upanishadic teac-
her laid emphasis on two aspects of.
a student-—sincerity and self: control.
These two were abundantly found
in the lifc of every student in Post
Vedic India. Acquisition of know-
ledge was considered the summum
Bonum of human life in those days.
It is knowledge which separates a
man from a beast. Again, it the sup-
erior level of knowledge which ma-
kes an ordinary man a super man.
After attainment of true knowledge
4 man gets mental screnity — that is,
€quanimity of mind in different cir-
cumstances. Such a man becomes a
fEeei@ or fywyi: (a man of unruffled

Rangia College Magazine/18

e

mind). This is the state of highest
bliss to be a attained by every man.
Knowledge is the only thing on
which the foundation of such a cat-
hedral of peace is laid. In the
same upanishad it is stated thus
“afz @i AgeR sifeafiz fagre also
GBI a4 AR #ife aferge afgsmfe’ |
(“There is nothing which is as pure
as knowledge, and also by the acqu-
isition ‘of irue knowledge a man'
attains supreme bliss of life”). The
upanishad also prescribes three diff-
erent paths for acquisition of true
knowledge. They are preseverance,
Inquiry and devotion tb teachers.
Without any external help, by perse-
rvance alone, a man can obtain
knowledge—as in the case Ekalavya
of the Mahabharata. Making inqui-
sitive questions to peisons of supe-
rior knowledge is also a path of
acquiring knowledge. A man can
satisfy his thirst for knowledge by
constant inquiry and interrogation to
his teacher. This method of acqu-
iring knowledge through questions
was a very popular one in the age
of the upanishads. In fact, all the
upanishadic revelations are the res-
ults of questions and inquiries
made by the disciples to their
teachers. The Vedanta philosophy
as a whole is the result of the inqu-
iry regarding the phenomenal world,
the atma, and the paramatmd. In

addition to these two there was ano-
ther method which was to extract

knowledge from a teacher by rende-
ring physical service to him by the
student. In the Geeta Krishna, the
Lord, says “sfafa efdstired, #ifi-
@y, 73 [Obtain that (superior)
knowledge by preseverance, by in-
terrogation and by service to your
teacher] only the most devoted of
students could have access to the

deepest part of the teacher’s know-
edge by pleasing him through phy-

. sical service. There are many inst-

ances whéré this method was adop-
ted by some clever pupils who went
ahead of their fellows within a very
short time. These are, in short, the
three methods prevalent in the pro-
cess of learning in Post Vedic India.
Among all the upanishads, it is the
Geeta which gives the highest impo-
rtance to knowledge in life. It is
also the Geeta which, besides desc-
ribing the methods of learning,
suggests different pattern of duties
for different people in different sph-
ere of activities —and ultimately lea~
ding all to one philosophy— the
philosophy of liberation in life itself
and afier it through non-attachm-
ent. It is the cherished goal of
human life in earth. The Geetg
puts an end to all the speculati-
ons and theories which originated
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right from the age of the Vedas.

Arjuna the ideal student extracted
the nectar of the Geeta for man-

kind through querries and devo-
tion to Krishna, the ideal teacher.
In conclusion, the system of

education as practised in ancicot

India may not be fully applicable
It is an age of
It is alse

to modern India.
science and technology.
an age when we have lost faith
in values which were cherished by
our ancestors. To day, we haye

seen that our students hage become .

a degenerated class. - They have no

self confidence, respect for teachers
or elders, no devotion to study.
They are frustrated. Most of them
do not know what is lying for
them in future. As a result, they
have become full of resentment
They are in
thing. All

these have caused the present unrest

against the society.
revolt against every
in the society of students in India.
The picture of the educational
field is one of chaos and confu-
sion to day. We teachers some
times hesitate to face the wrong

doer in schools and colleges. Mass

scale copying has been going on

in different examination halls of

the country. Invigilators are assa-

ulted and even murdered for det-

ecting unfair means. Then+ what

is to be done in the present con-

text ? Shall we be able to pres-

erve all the glories of cultures
and institutions of Indian civiliza-
tion with this set of degenerated
young men and women ?}
all think collectivelv. We shpuld

try to reform our social and eco-

Let us

nomic which are also

responsible for the present chaotic

systems

condition of our educational insti-
tutions. In short, we must revive
the lost

degree alone must not be primary

values. Conferment of

aim of our educational system.
Its scope must be enlarged. We
must try to build up character
in our young boys and girls. They
should be taught to stand on their
own legs. Education must be me-
ant for life as a whole ‘sj fag @
fa@ix’ ~ that is education which
gives us liberation, We,

also must encourage our youns
generation in their onward march-

teachers
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They must be infused with hope
should

encourage the students in the lan-

and inspiration. Teachers
guage of the upanishadic teachers
514tafs, statafe (Move on, move on).
- Last of all, the latent spirits of
the students must be awakened
ipv.oking the upanishadic message
- ‘feve, wias, et qat faErgs —

DD O P D <O o NP PP D PO

-

(Awake, arise, obtain the best of
teachers and learn from them ).
We teachers also must give up

lethargy. We must rededicate our-

 selves to the noblest of professions

We are the builder
Here we can take

i, e, education.
of a nation.
the hclp of our upanishads the

priceless gems oi Indian civilization. -
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